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| wonder what your definition of
Milestones Ministry is.
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A milestone is one of a series of numbered markers
placed along a road or boundary at intervals of one mile
or occasionally, parts of a mile. Mileage is the distance
along the road from a fixed commencement point.



A milestone is one of a series of markers we encounter
along our faith journey at varying intervals during our

lifetime. Each milestone happens along the faith journey
beginning at a fixed commencement point.



What i1s a milestone?

A milestone is a meaningful,
memorable moment in the lives of
individuals and communities.

Milestones in our lives can be
life changing. Some are happy.
Some can be sad and fearful times.




What makes milestones a ministry?

Connecting the meaningful,
memorable moments in our lives to
God’s presence in those moments.

Adding scripture, prayer, and a
blessing makes this a faith formation
moment and becomes part of
our faith journey.




Milestones celebrated in the congregation.
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Do you recognize milestones
in your setting?
If so, what ones and how do you
recognize them?



The milestones we celebrate in the congregation.
Most are for children and youth.(happen inside)

& Connecting these to 778

faith talk is a given.
They happen in the




But what milestones do we recognize in our homes
and in everyday living?

What happens when
we recognize a
milestone in everyday
life and add
. conversation , prayer |
and blessing to it?




A moment to reflect on our own

faith journey.
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Do we recognize
God’s presence in
everyday living?




Reflect on your own faith journey.
What are some meaningful, life changing

moments in your own lives that could
have been or still can be recognized?
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Identify a moment as significant to one’s life and faith
directly related to the name of the Milestone Ministry
event.

Provide support, modeling, and resources to help people
experience a milestone in life as an opportunity to again
embrace the grace of God in Christ




3. Bless it

Offer a prayer in a worship service, cross+generational

event, and/or the small group or home event to embrace
people’s lives with the grace, mercy, and peace of God in
Christ.

Provide a gift to help the participants recall a particular

milestone in their lives with faith, hope, and love



5. Reinforce it

Offer a follow up event to help deepen the faith formation
impact of the Milestone Ministry experience. Encourage
and support faith practices recommended at the initial
Milestone event and, when helpful, explore new ones.
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Milestones Ministry is o
faith formation practice
for both home and con-
gregation thot helps all
generations recog
God's presence in

everyday life.

Five Steps:

Mame it -

identify meaningful,
memorable moments
Equip it - provide
faith practices

Bless it - offer a pray-
er and a blessing

Gift it - give a visual
reminder

Reinforce it - follow
up to firmhy root faith




There are 18 Child-Youth Milestone
ssmmwa® Modules:
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Desired Outcomes

o Teach chibdren and families the hitilieal foundations of being a steward.
*  Remind children and families of the source and giver of all our possessions,
o Help eiildren and famifles wse thelr resources wisely.
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FaithChest® Milestone: Passing on Faith
Baptism Milestone: The Beginning Point of Nurturing a Faith Life
Anniversary of Baptism Milestone: Remembering Our Way of Life
Prayer Milestone: Relationships with God and Family

& O ()

Welcoming Young Children to Worship Milestone: An Intentional Invitation
Entering Sunday School Milestone: First Steps for a Young Child
Kids and Money Milestone: Good Stewards of God’s Gifts
Blessing of the Backpacks Milestone: A Fall Milestone for All Ages
Communion Milestone: Learning More about the Lord’s Supper




18 Milestones Modules Continued:

-~

\%Bible Milestone: Placing Scripture in Hands and Homeiv

Bible Camp Milestone: Feeling God’s Comfort in Outdoor Ministry
My Body, God’s Gift Milestone: Sexuality as God’s Good Gift
Middle School Milestone: Created in God’s Image

17
i Beginning Confirmation Milestone:
\ ' \\\ Walking with Youth on Their Faith Journeys
i o Confirmation Milestone: An Evening of Honor

“Driver’s License Milestone: Driver’s License as a Rite of Passage
Mission Trip Milestone: Community Blessings at Home and Away
High School Graduation Milestone: Equipping Graduates for the Journey



There are 12 Adult Milestone Modules:
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Adult Milestones

* For Caregivers of Aging Parents
* Return from Military Deployment
* Retirement

* New Home

* New Job

* First Time Grandparents u
« Wedding Anniversary | '
 Empty Nest

 Loss of a Loved One

* Faith Community
« Becoming a Parent
« Affirming Spiritual Gifts




12 Adult Milestones Modules:

Caring for Aging Parents: affirming primary care givers
Return from Military Deployment: reuniting with family and friends
New Home: Affirming the physical, spiritual, and emotional transition

to a new living space
-~ a4 \

Retirement: a major life transition
Empty Nest
Wedding Anniversary
New Job




First Time Parents
Joining a Faith Community

@ 0 &

Loss of a Loved One
Connecting with Spiritual Gifts




Milestone Moments for the Home

Broken Bone
First Cell Phone

Christmas T
Beginning S
Back to Sch

ree Blessing
chool

Broken Bone Milestone Moment

Miestones Ministry brings an awareness of the presence of
God to individusals of all generations by recognizing the
home 2 charch, too. Milestones Ministry provides a dear
and usable model for congregations, homes, and
comemunity to connect faith formation resomroes with daly
Tife experiences. The rich variety of ife experiences
represented in Milestones Ministry does the cssential
ministry of the chisrch: pramoting Christian faith formation
with family, friends, and others with whom we can reach.
When someone we care about has experienced the pain and
anxiety of a broken bone, we want that person nct orly to
Flly heal from the broken bone, best also to experience
support, peace, and hope. That is where sharing the
Chelstian faith together with caring words, prayers, and
more can biess the persan with the broken bone as well as
the caring community surrounding tha X

Broken Bone Milestone Moment for a Small Group or
Family Gathering offers people the resources to help the
injuured person and his or her caregivers to experience the
kind of encouragement that the Christian faith brings.
Milestones incorporate a simple structire that includes
naming, equipping, Bessing, gifting, and reinforcing so that
the Milestones Ministry Moment has a greater chance to
take deeper roct in lifelong fith formation.

L

Moments that cause us to pause and shift gears like a
broken bone happen in our dailylives. Providing
opportunities to find God's presence in these moments is
important. This Broken Bone Milestone Moment
incorporates a simple struchare that includes:

Naming - Itis importart to recognize the changes that
may take place in the lives of the one who has beoken &
bone and the lives of thase who care for that person.

Equipping - This Milestone Moment encourages caring
conversations that draw out thoughts and concerns about
changes in our lives and includes God's presence amidst the
bealing.
Blessing - Praying for the ane who has broken a bone and
for those who will help and care for this person is a great
ways to witness faith in action in daily Ife.
Gifting - Giving a tangible gift ke get well notes, pictures
or cards or writing a special message in a Bible are good
ways to belp participants be reminded of this milestone in
daily Bfe. Becreativel Gift something that perhaps will
helpxht]\rmwhinhe cast is il on.

forcing - It is a good idea to follow up after the
Broken Bone Milestone Moment by gathering ane mare
time atter the cast has been remaved to share stories about
Tife with and without a cast o and give thanks for healing.

.
MIU’\‘(‘NI’\
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First Cell Phone Milestone Moment

Milestones Ministry brings an awareness of the presence of
God to individuals of all generations by recognizing the
home as church, too. A Milestone Moment brings fami

and friends together to mark 2 special time in their lives
and to acknowledge and affirm God's presence in their
midst. Milestone Moments provide a model for connecting
significant cemsians in peopie’s lives with the ongoing
joumney of faith.

Being given a cell phone to use for the first time is on the
mind of many youth as parents struggle to make a dedision
about what age is most appropriate for their child to have a
cell phone. A cefl phone signals independence and
peovides youth with many ways to communicate in today's
world. From conversations to texts to social media, the
world arrives at ane's fingertips and this sep in the life of a
family can be 2 stressfil one for both parents and children.
The cost adds concerns and questions about the need for a
cell phone. Talking about how a phone will be wsed is an
important conversation for parents to have with their
children. This Milestane Moment provides the opportunity
for families to address questions, establish guidelines, and
connect this new way of communicating with the life of
faith.

Milestones Ministry 1ses a simple structure that indludes

naming, equipping, blessing, gifting, and reinforring o that

the Milestone Moment will have a greater chanor to take
deeper root in oae's lifelong faith farmatica.

L =
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Moments that cause us to pause and shift gears like parents
deciding it is time for their child to have a cell phoae
happen in our daily lives. Providing opportinities to find
God's presence in these moments is important. This First
Cell Phone Milestone Moment incorporates a simple
structure that includes:

Naming - It is important to recognize the changes that
take place in relationships and ways to communicate when
one gets a cell phane. It is good to acknowledge bow God is
part of this new means to connect to the wordd.

Equipping - This Milestone Moment uses the Four Keys
for practicing faith outline (see page 2) to connect getting a
first cell phome with the fife of faith.

Blessing - Praying for youth and families agter this
decision has boen made is a great way to affirm God's
presence.

Gifting - Giving a tangible gift like a special sticker for the
phone or a castomized case for the phone i 2 good way to
belp participants be reminded of this Milestane.

Reinforcing - It is beneficial to meet again a couple of
weeks after the initial use of the cell phone has begun.
Checkin and see how 7t is being used and how life may be
different. Encourage honest talk about whether or not
guidelines are being followed. It is also helpful to check in
with one anather throughout the year. (See pag:

column.)

-
miLeslongs
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Many congregations have found the blessing of
backpacks to be a very meaningful way to mark

the passage of summer. It is a helpful transition for
children, youth, and adults to the new fall schedule. It
is also an oppartunity to discover God's presence with
us at home, school and work, and 1o be reminded that

We bring children, parents, and other adults together to
recognize this time of the year by providing the
apportanity to bless backpacks by incorporating a simple
strocture that inclades:

Nanting - It is impartant %o recogmize this time of year

Jesos is always with us.

Going to school for the first time or returning %o school
for another year carries with it the challenges,

a% of Jesus, “have no fear,”
3¢ a way to begin the year and cach school day
with the Four Keys that narture the Christian faith:
1 b devoti service, and rituals

Pmcticing Faith  Serviee

s the end of summer and the beginning of mew, and
sometimes hectic, schodules for families.

Equipping ~ All ages are given the opportunity to
practice the Four Keys and have time to take a decp
breath, exhale slowly, and claim values and faith that
establish and direct our lives beyond the fears, anxicties,
and pressares of life.

Blessing - The blessing of the backpacks allows us mot
just %o imagine, but also to experience the larges picture
of life—the one that says life is not dominated or formeed
by pressures and uncertainties.

Gifting ~ You may give a gift as a physical reminder of
this cocasion, such as a zipper pull or key chain. (See
Appendix 1.)

Reinforcing - It is a good idea to follow up after the

Backpack Milestone by comnecting this group ome more
time to share stories abowt how their school year is

going. The Backpack Milestone Follow Up is on page 7.

LE )

Rituals and
Traditions

VIBRANT FAITH
T —

MIMSTREE

]
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FOUR KEYS For
Practicing Faith

1. Caring
Conversations

2. Devotions

3. Service

4. Rituals and
Traditions

Beginthe session with an introduction that emphasizes the
importance of learning for everyone, inchading the shadents beginning
ancther year ot school. Acknowledge that all people are beginming
their fall schedules.

Preparntiom:

Light snack of honey and crackers, and napkins

= Servers for setop and dean up

= Have some new backpacks available as gifts to children in
the local comenunity. Have gift-wrapping and/or gift note
cards ready 5o that the groups can wrap the backpacks
and/or write personal notes of encouragement to those
students whe will receive the backpacks.

® Nametags

Event (utlines

-

Caring Conversations
Ask people to have a discussion in their small groups. Complete
these sentenors:

® A favorite personal story of mine about schoel is. ..

» A funny or meaningfial story aboat school | rememberis. ..
Devotons

Read Scripture: Proverbs goao (CEV)

Respect and obey the Lord! This & the bepirming of wisdom. To
hape understonding you must ko the Hoby God.

After reading the Scriptore, talk about how it may relate: to learning
and the new school year. Give honey and crackers to each small
group, and have each perscn give another person a cracker with a
drop of hooey on it and say the following: Moy the saoeet taste of
honey remind you of the Avestness of Giod's kove and insfruction
Jfor your Hife. As goucontinue &0 fearn for a Efetime, remember
that respecting and cbeying the Lord is the begianing of wésdom,

Service

®  Take some time to name penple who have tanght yon in the
past. What did they teach you? Thank God forthis person.

s Think of a skill you have or something yon know that yon
conld teach to somenne. Plan a time to do so.

Ritwals and Traditions

Gather again in cirdes and close by praying ngether: Dear Lord,
yout fave blessed s with momy peopde whe hoe sy it and
mendored us in e, Bless ws now as we go forih from thds place
with an excitereent for eomding and o deséive o wse o skl and
knaledge to care for people and all crection. fn the eeme af the
Fether, Son, and Hohy Spirit. Amen.

Bless one another before dismissing: “May you respect and obey
iz Lord®

Choose a time during a worship service
to recognize students and their
hackpacks. Invite all who ane studesnts,
from children to adults, with and
withiout hackpacks, to come forwand for
the hlessing.

Leader:

At this Hime, we ane ﬂ.a'l'ghtﬂ'l.tn invihe
forenrd those who participated in the
Eackpack Milestone. We encourage
them and all of us to continue the faith
practicrs of caring conversatiom,
devotions and service to build a ritual
and tradition in all our homes as @ way
of life. {Distrébure addirional gif, if
desined, for all asa physicel remdnder
aff s milestone. See Appendix 1.)

Leader:

Lt us pray. God of all knowledge and
wisdom, these students and backpacks
remind us that & mew school yrar

hegun. We pray your blessing on them

& Copymight Svay Vibmene Pt Wintstries, All rights resevsd




There are FOUR KEY faith practices that
make up the lifestyle of lifelong faith
formation:

1. Caring Conversations
2. Devotions

3. Service

4. Rituals and Traditions



FOUR KEYS For
Practicing Faith

1. Caring
Conversations

2. Devotions

3. Service

4. Rituals and
Traditions

Beginthe session with an introduction that emphasizes the
importance of learning for everyone, inchading the shadents beginning
ancther year ot school. Acknowledge that all people are beginming
their fall schedules.

Preparntiom:

Light snack of honey and crackers, and napkins

= Servers for setop and dean up

= Have some new backpacks available as gifts to children in
the local comenunity. Have gift-wrapping and/or gift note
cards ready 5o that the groups can wrap the backpacks
and/or write personal notes of encouragement to those
students whe will receive the backpacks.

® Nametags

Event (utlines

-

Caring Conversations
Ask people to have a discussion in their small groups. Complete
these sentenors:

® A favorite personal story of mine about schoel is. ..

» A funny or meaningfial story aboat school | rememberis. ..
Devotons

Read Scripture: Proverbs goao (CEV)

Respect and obey the Lord! This & the bepirming of wisdom. To
hape understonding you must ko the Hoby God.

After reading the Scriptore, talk about how it may relate: to learning
and the new school year. Give honey and crackers to each small
group, and have each perscn give another person a cracker with a
drop of hooey on it and say the following: Moy the saoeet taste of
honey remind you of the Avestness of Giod's kove and insfruction
Jfor your Hife. As goucontinue &0 fearn for a Efetime, remember
that respecting and cbeying the Lord is the begianing of wésdom,

Service

®  Take some time to name penple who have tanght yon in the
past. What did they teach you? Thank God forthis person.

s Think of a skill you have or something yon know that yon
conld teach to somenne. Plan a time to do so.

Ritwals and Traditions

Gather again in cirdes and close by praying ngether: Dear Lord,
yout fave blessed s with momy peopde whe hoe sy it and
mendored us in e, Bless ws now as we go forih from thds place
with an excitereent for eomding and o deséive o wse o skl and
knaledge to care for people and all crection. fn the eeme af the
Fether, Son, and Hohy Spirit. Amen.

Bless one another before dismissing: “May you respect and obey
iz Lord®

Choose a time during a worship service
to recognize students and their
hackpacks. Invite all who ane studesnts,
from children to adults, with and
withiout hackpacks, to come forwand for
the hlessing.

Leader:

At this Hime, we ane ﬂ.a'l'ghtﬂ'l.tn invihe
forenrd those who participated in the
Eackpack Milestone. We encourage
them and all of us to continue the faith
practicrs of caring conversatiom,
devotions and service to build a ritual
and tradition in all our homes as @ way
of life. {Distrébure addirional gif, if
desined, for all asa physicel remdnder
aff s milestone. See Appendix 1.)

Leader:

Lt us pray. God of all knowledge and
wisdom, these students and backpacks
remind us that & mew school yrar

hegun. We pray your blessing on them

& Copymight Svay Vibmene Pt Wintstries, All rights resevsd




Maslow
Hierarchy
of Needs

Pursue Inner Tale
Creativity Fulfillment

SELF-ESTEEM
Achievement Mastery
Recognition Respect

BELONGING - LOYE
Friends Family Spouse Lover

SAFETY
Security Stability Freedom from Fe

PHYSIOLOGICAL
Food Water Shelter Warmth




There are times when celebrating a milestone can be done in a small
group setting or more intimately in homes. Take time to enjoy a2
al or dessest together and to invite conversation with the
ng outfine. You may also wish to use portions of a
+Generational Event found in this Backpack Milestone.

', Caring Conversations

Begin with conversation:
* One of the highlights of the summer was
s Now that summer is over, ! can’t wait for.

- Devotions

Read Deutercnomy 7211 (CEV)

So be sure to obey his lows and teachings | am giving

you today.

God made promises to our ancestors. He Joves us and is
with us always. He gave them and us a commandment to
keep his words in our hearts and recite them %o our children.
In schoal, we don't have commandments. We have rules.

* What rules do you have in your school?

s What happens if you break the rules?

(’,,é Serviee

Our lives are filled with learning. We learn through many

social contacts. We learn at school, in the home, in the

congregation, on the job, through varions media, and in the

commumty.

* Make 2 commitment in the next month to be of service by
helping someone else learn.

* Bea "book buddy” at school or help somebody learn how
to run a computer program at work or develop a skill
with a toal.

Rituals and Traditions

Prayer:
Lord, you have Nessed us ¢ be a blessing to others and
grow in wisdom. Help our lives to reflect your grace and \ i

will as we serve you. We ask this in yowr name. Amen.

Bless one another: “May you obey His laws and teachings.”

© Copyright 2014 Vibennt Fatth Mintstries. All rights raserved.




Caring Conversations

Ww gm After sehonl has begun, gather onee more for a sperial
*hliiﬁl" h; Begin with conversation:
e fenties 23 et « My favorise part ofthe school day is
prachicing faith by using the »  Something | ke sbout my tescheris___
Four Keys in their homes. =  Something | look forward to inscheool this year s .
Approodmately e mont
ey the inbicd i, Sring Devotions
fogathar for a foliean up fo
:mlihmi — iﬁgfm.h.m.-'l'n‘m_:l.-m'.':r.ﬂ.'-r.g.rﬁﬂud.:fimma'uﬂrh.hl'mund.w
Four AF an
thmﬁw »  Jemus hecame wise and strong. Bow doyou become wise and
ai homa. strong
Service
—
= Talk about childrem wivo may not have backpacks, lunch money, and
school supplies. Go together as o fumily or group and bay sapplies
and donate o a local sheler.
—

= Pray for childres who do not bave the bemefitof an edocation that
they find & mesns to grow in their knowledge and faith

Ritnals and Traditions

Pray together:

Dear God of knoaudedge and wrsdom, as sw are gieen the opportundny ar
soivool fo leern something mew soch day, we ask for gour blessing. Help us

o develop and grow the wou bave given ms. Remdnd us thet mherever
we g, pou ane afuays weth us. Amen.

Bless one another I:?'mnllcin,gthf sigm of the cross on one another's
forcheads and say, “Jesus goes wdth you whenever pou go.”

v Copyright soag Vitrat Pacth Mircatria. All rights reseved.
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Parents: What are your concerns about
getting a first phone for this young
person?

Youth; Why is it important to have a cell
phone?



First Cell Phone Milestone Moment

For a Small Group or Family Gathering

s

Grow the Church by
Growing People in
Faith

A fiolToass el First Ciedl Phone:
I‘:'Iln:'—.lﬂ.l hduuu.l:\'t

ot Moot Blat polnia: H.puui..
=
unkmtfir o amof i R baen

At the heart of equipping pe: a for thedr ifelong faith formaticn are
1h- Pour Keys. These faith P s are central to every Milestone and

imple, doable, anc
wns, Serviee, and Rineals and

ehildren and those whi care for them. (ather together for o meal ar
snack .

Use this Four Keys for peacticing faith ontline:
Caring Conversations
Disnass the following questions:

» z =rns aboat getting a first phone for
wrth: Why is it imiportant to have

b l'r;n by hoth parents and youth?

Take time a5 & family to establish a list of guidefines for usi
cell ph

Read Pralm 1914 (CEV)

Let my words ard my thoughts be pleasing to you, Lord, beomuse
wou are my mighty rock and my protector.

What we say and how we respond to others makes a difference. In
wiat warys dowe reflect God's love throagh our conversations and
thoughts? How can a cell phone be nsed as a tool to please the Lord?
Service

Many organimtions now collect and rececle old eoll phones. As a
family, collect cell phones not in use from family and friends and
deliver to a recycle lomtion.

Ritnals and Traditions

Pray together: Dear (God, kelp us fo trust one arother and be honest
iR owr conzersations =0 that our words ard thoughts may be
pleasing fo you. nJesus’ nome. Amen.

Gather as a family and bless one another: May the Lord bless pou weith
e wisdiom o speak plecsing words and show God's love in all the
ways you conmect with athers.

& CopyrigS aond Ml ones Misiatsy, LLC AT rights ressrvd.




Debbie’s 3 Tips for Leadership

Be Intentional

Pr—




How realistic Is It that we can equip
homes for faith formation
and spiritual growth?

And why Is follow up important?



faith formation for all ages and generations =)

Initiatives Presentations Store Cart (0)

Lifelong Faith Home  Jour®

LifelongFaith Associates is committed to helping congregations develop lifelong
Christian faith formation for all ages and generations, increasing the capacity
of leaders and communities to nurture faith growth in everyone.

http://www.lifelongfaith.com/



http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/

Lifelong Faith Journal

We are providing all issues of the Lifelong Faith Journal as a free service - new issues and back issues. We want every congregation, and individual leaders
and students, to have access to the Lifelong Faith Journal. We will continue to produce the Journal with the same great content we have provided for the
past seven years—the best thinking and practice in faith formation across the whole life span. Each issue will continue to focus on a particular aspect of
lifelong faith formation and include major articles by national experts, book reviews, and practical strategies and program models. Everyone on the
Lifelong Faith mailing list will get notices when the new issue is available. Be sure to join the mailing list.

Fall 2014 Lifelong Faith Journal

The Fall 2014 issue of the Lifelong Faith journal presents a variety of articles on “Faith Formation Practices
& Approaches for All Ages & Generations.” Included in this issue are the following articles.

Building Blacks of Faith - Laura Keeley and Robert |. Keeley

Children's Faith Formation at Church and Home: Birth to Age 5 - Jolene partain
The “Identity Crisis” of the Youth Minister - Lee Yates
Responding to the Diversity of Today's Adults - Janet Schaeffler
Milestones Ministry: An Effective Model for Lifelong Faith Formation - Debbie Streicher

The Intergenerational Top Seven: What You Must Know and Do to Be Successful at Intergenerational
Ministry - Jim Merhaut

Digital Media for Ministry Brief; Communications and Evangelism - Kyle Matthew Oliver
Story and Christian Formation: Using Movies, Video, and Music - Shannon Kelly
Down from the Mountaintop: Sustaining the Church Camp Experience at Home - Marlene Bogard
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All milestons (both Congregational and daily
life] events include the enfire family. friends,
=y happen in largs gathering

Meming: This was a tims o recognize
my husband’s retirement ang transition
to 2 new lifestyle.

Equipping: We enioyed dinner togather
sh’j;n-:p'il psn:rures oful!l;is work hlsbo%:
and engaged m C2INg comversatinns,
Blessing: Each person present passed a
STone with retitement written on it and
gave a wich about my hushand's
Tetirement and gave him 5 blessing. we
s2id a prayer.

Gifting: The gift was the stome as 2
Temembrance of the ocrasion,
Reinforcing: The stone is 2 reminder
every day of this special time, We often
refiect on the stome and plan to
Intentionally revisic the tapic of
Tetirement and talk about how life has
changed at the eng of the pear.

I zsked our pastor how many have retired in
OUr congregation in the Past year. The answer
as 35 of more. [ have begun to think about
those 15 and about their friends wha may have
retired also. What mileszones can be
recogmized in your own Congregation and
community this year:

Milestones Outsida the
Church walls

't s not unwsual ng Tecomize baptism, first
tibles, 2 mission trip, or entering sunday
thaol, but I invite ¥ou to think beyond these

ud consider how to recognize other

milestones in the fves of thosa in gur
COmmunities.

15 there 3 middle gr bj schiool nearby? 5
there 2 mursing home in the arear Is there 3
military base close by the church? What are
the neads of these People? What would imvite
them into a relationship with Chrise: What
wonld make them wanr to give their time?

Is the church naar 3 nursing home?
Celebrate 7o, o, and go year old birthdays. o
tothern or invite them 3 ong with their
families to come o Yo Or honor and bless
caregivers for thase mdividuals. Both family
and staff are caregivers. Those in their 705,
8os, and go's are the ones who filled our
charehes over the Ve2rs. How can we
Iecommize this?

s the church near 3 middle school?
Celebrate birthdays for the month. Post 2
banner outside the church and name one day
2ach month where you have 2 pany for teens,
Invest i a large TV and Opdated video games,
Provide free internet service or invite one of
the high schoal or middle school bands o
TuEicians to participate. Taka time for 2
blessing and prayer. ip families with ideas
and tools to celebrate ther OWT teen’s special
day in their home with & Prayer and blessing.

I5 the church near 2 military base?
Families are Comstantly in transition on 2 base.
Thers are some leaving for deployment and
ing. Recognize bath QCcasions
ifies and singles for 2 time to be
togather and celebrate this significant time in
their lives,

A New Venture

This past Angust, Davig Anderson and 1 were
ashecﬁ: manage Milestones Ministry

W milestonesministry. aeg |, David's wife
Gloriz, and my hushand, Burt, complets the
team in our new ventnge together. We are
committed to Practicing these milestones

Li"elang Faith Fal 2ouq




Passing on Faith—Milestone to Milestone

Linda Staats

Im the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean”™
Tell them... (Joshua 4:6-7)

uble snd her peers at All Saints were called forward during worship to receave a blasket as & high sehool
ot from the congregution. These were not just any blankets: cach voung person’s mame
widerad on one corner, and & symbol of the eross and the words All Saints appeared on the
other. As the blankets were wrapped around the shoulders of Julie and cach graduste, & blessing was
iven: “The arms of the congregation sre wrapped around you as vou go out isto the world. This blasket s
remsinder of our Jove for you, and that you are covered o God's grace and wrupped @ the arms of Jesss. You
are God's chidd and marked with the sign of the cross forever.” There wasa't a dry eve among those assembled
during this service, which is a highlight of the year for the congregution. But there was also & twiskle in the eye
of the small group of wise elders known s the Cuat Ugs, whose experienced hands sad hearts lovingly
contributed their time, talents, and peayvers 1o making cach blanket.
Buat this is wot the end of the story. I the fall, Julie wrote to me:

Dear Linda,

Montks haev passed since | gradunted and left for college. | reant to thank you for cvsrdinating the grodsanon
mulestone. The Masker lies oo the and of my bed. [t does moere than add color 3 ey rovws and keep me soarm.
The adjustment 10 collige has met boen vaxy, finding nese frivnds and froedom from the sarckful eyes of my
parents—and you! Eeery time | hare @ tough decision 1o make obosst what 10 do or hone 20 fit in, all | need 1w do
s lowk ar the Menket and | remeanber sho | am and whose [ ame. | am reinded of ell swho care and pray for
me.

Gotta go!
Lave, Julia

Linwlu Stscats 5 the Director of HomeGrown Faith Misasrios. With s M.5. in Hemes Development and
i Fammaly from the University of Nebrasks, Linds beinpe o life spun upprosch to ministry and a passos
for passing on fuith throsgh a vital partnership butween congregation and home. Linds provides visicn
and lusdenbip for fith-based cogesczutions, mcorporuting the pifts snd stocies of all penerations. Price
1o serving = u pariner with The Youth & Fumily sststete and independent facilitator and consultant,
Linds merved an Assistunt 1o the Bi Minister for Frith Formation, for the ELCA Grand Canyon
Synod. The xuthor may be contacted =t btxsts@ryfiorg.
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A Milestones Focus on Adults: Replacing

Programs with Relationships
Debbie Streicher

If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults.

n our urgency to ‘grow the church’, we look around and see an aging congregation and
jump to the conciusion that by adding a staff person or a volunteer position to specifically
work with youth, our problems are solved. Surely adding someone on staff to help with
youth or finding a new program to address declining numbers will make a difference. Time
and time again we are finding these are false assumptions. There is no magic pill. As leaders m the
church, what are we to do? I believe it is time to embrace the reality in our congregations. In

Debbie icheriza ber of the Ml Marzsoy Team sarving as 3 writer, developer, and
coach. she alzo serves 2z Precident of the Chriztan Education % of the ELCA. Over the past 25
years, Dobh'e':n.m‘dinthomhdm}walm'taf‘mﬁmdc&*anubxanm.n
3 congregadion. She has faciitated. oversesn, ormnized. and devsloped fith formation programs
from méanes through adults and worked with Faith Inlasb n their mil proEF g

Lifelong Faith Spring-Summer 2015




Milestones as a Means to Empower and Equip

Lives of Faith
Debbie Streicher

milestone i an action or event marking a significant change or stage in development.

Birthdays, anniversaries, new homes, new jobs, getting a driver’s license, learmng to

ride a bike, and graduating from lui school or college are all examples of times of

significant change m our lives. But how many of the events listed are used as
opportunities to help empower and equip children, youth, and adults with the ability to grow in
their faith? Empowerment leads to spinitual growth and engagement in a faith journey.

Debbie Streicher is 3 membar of the Milestones Ministry Team sarving as 3 writer, developer, and
coach. he also serves 3z Precident of the Christan Educaton Network of the ELCA. Over the past 25
years, Debbie has zarved in the rale of voluntesr and on s2aff for a1l aspects of Christian education in
amwmshohzfx:_mnd.mwm org:n_odandch\‘opedbnrhﬁama:mpmg:z:
from mfnes thyough adults. She worked intricately with Faith Inlost and
has conzulted md.edwm::ﬁ:cmgxegmnmst&umm—mo‘\»,\w Debiie has
hald voluntear Jeadership roles in education and evangslizm at iymod and national levsls for 12+
years. Har vision iz to mvolve all ages i fith formation, srengthen famuly relationships through
spizitual growth, and emposwer Cod-given gifts to do murssy.

Lifelong Faith Winter 2015

Milestones Ministry: An Effective Model for

Lifelong Faith Formation
Debbie Streicher

A faith milestone is a marker along life’s journey that says, This is something
important and God is here, 100. It is a fai rﬁfor‘rcnm ractice for both home and
congregation that helps all qeremrons recognize God s presence in everyday life.

David Anderson

n theory. Sunday school is 2 good mode! to teach the Christian fzith. However, m many
congregations across the country, attendance s low and leadership is thirsting for 2 magic
ill to make it all better and move back to the success of the past. We try name changes.

We try time changes. We try weaving Christian education into worship services. Across
denominations, we have shown concern and been in conversation about the need to revisit the
way we plan and execute Christian education programs for more than a decade. The Teaching
Church by Eugene C. Roehlkepartain and Educating Congregations: The Future of Christian
Education by Charles Foster were written in the mii-go's. Both are relevant todav and are being
used by leaders to help re-evaluate the way we do faith formation.

Debbie icherisa ber of the Ml Ministry Team sarving as 3 writer, developer, and
coach. She alzo zerves as Precident of the Christan Education Network of the ELCA. Ower the past 25
years, Debbee has zarved In the rols of volumtesr and on ztaf for 2l azpects of Chriztian education in
3 congregation. She has facilitated, oversesn, oxsa:n.edxadckw.opadﬁnhﬁutm:omm
fom ménts through adulkz. she worked intsicataly with Faith Ind Tezource devalop

has consulted and led events for congregations using theze materials for over 15 years. Debie has
hald voluntear Jeaderzhip roles n education and evangelizm at symod and national levsls for 12+
years. Her vision is to Ivolve all ages in faith Sformation, srengthen famuly relationshipe through
spizritual growsh, and empower Cod-given gifts to do minizy.

Lifelong Faith Fall 2014




Mennonite Church

Debbie Streicher

Steven Johnson

Jennifer Hooks

Brad M. Griffin

Faith Markers Ministry honors a child's steps along the pathway toward believers baptism
and church membership. Children are already in relationship with God and capable of

growing in faith. Faith Markers are significant for the children and youth, their families, and

the church community. A ritual of blessing reminds children that they are an integral part of

the faith community. Faith recognition reminds parents of their role in shaping faith in their
children at home. And the church community affirms its promise to be partners in forming

faith in all ages.

Celebrating a milestone in our lives is important. Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, and
the list goes on. We can all think of a time when a milestone in our life was uplifted by our
families with a party where friends and relatives gathered to honor important times in our
lives. We received gifts and felt loved. It is good to be surrounded by many people who care
about our lives and are with us for those special times. These times in our lives bring us
together in an intergenerational setting where memories are made. We seldom forget about
them and often seek to gather again with the same group of people to celebrate other
milestones for ourselves and for others in the group.

What does faith development look like in our community from birth to when our kids go off
to college and beyond? Conversations turned into ideas, then into small events and shifts,
then moved into consistent programs, and eventually the whole church caught the vision for
milestones.

Explore the Legacy Milestones approach that Brian Haynes and Kingsland Baptist Church
use to create a common path that integrates church and home in spiritual formation
through a path of seven milestones.

What constitutes a rite of passage, and what doesn't? What is the place of rites of passage
within our culture, within the church, and within the family? How can the celebration of such
rites empower adolescents,to transition more effectively into adulthood?
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search...

Login + I'mNew! + Support -+« MyVF@Home

Each season--spring, summer, winter, fall--we post more than fifty new faith-forming activities and articles. Here you will find links to all
activities for Adult / Couple, current and past seasons alike.

Caring Conversation

Adult/Couple

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.or
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MINISTRY

OUR TEAM MILESTONES TAKING FAITH HOME OUTREACH COACHING STORE FAITH FORMATION IN ACTION

Connect with us:

Cian | In for Fnewec
>1gn UP 10r enews

Bethlehem Lutheran Household Ministry Reso...

75 Blessings for Life's Milestones

For Everything a Season written by The Nilsen Family has been a favorite :

www.milestonesministry.org
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Essential Settings: M[LESTONES

°Home MINISTRY
« Congregation
* Digital World

The Goal:

» Lifelong Faith Formation

» Relationships over
Programs

* Be Strategic for the World,
not the Congregation




How will you....."?

Be Intentional







Reflect on what it means to :
Be in a role to equip others to grow in
their faith..

Be a Christian faith role model for others.
In whose life have you and can we make a
difference?

En"theo”asm

[t begins with us!




This Pwr Pt PDF can be found at

Under the Toolbox Tab

rituals &
traditions


http://www.milestonesministry.org/

How would | use this devotion?

APRIL 19, 2015
THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER

taking!
Bith

home

The risen Jesus sends us out to witness for him.

DAILY BIELE READINGS

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.
We Invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages.

Sunday Luke 24:36b-48
Monday Acts 11-8
Tuesday Acts 517-32

Witnesses of these things

‘You will be my witnesses

The aposties share the message of
new life

‘Wednesday Acts 10:34-43 The witness of the apostles
Thursday Acts 13:12-31, 38-39  Paul’s proclamation in Antloch
Friday Acts 1H1-T Paul gives witness in Corinth
Saturday Psalm 150 Praise the Lord

Sunday John 100118 The Good Shepherd

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

You killed the one who gives life. But God ralsed him from the dead.
‘We are witnesses of this. Acts 315

SAY, PRAY AND BELESS:

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord Jesus, please open our minds to understand the Scriptures, and our
mauths to speak of you. Amen. (Luke 24:45,48)

Mealtime Prayer:
God bless our food, God guide our ways, God glve us strength to declare
your prakse. Amen.

A Blessing to Ghve:
May the Lord Jesus give you peace, faith, and power to tell others about
him. Amen.

L ]
MILE S'ION[-S i 2004 Mllestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

MIMIETE written by Pr. Greqg Priebbenow.

APRIL 19, 2015
THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER

takingl

falth
home

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Ciscuss in your houwsehold or small growp:
‘Wha first told you about Jesus? Who and what have helped you
learn about him over time?
Jesus sald that his disciples would be “witnesses™ for him
(Luke 24:48). What Is a witness?
In what ways are you a witness for Jesus to others? Share about your
Joys and your challenges In speaking to others about Jesus.

DEVOTIONS

Jesus calls his followers to be his witnesses, to share with others their faith
In him {Luke 24:46-47). In your household prayer times this week, pray for
relatives, friends, or nelghbors who are not Christians. Ask for God's help
to share Jesus with them In word and deed.

SERVICE

April 22 (Tuesday) 15 observed across the world as EARTH DAY, For
Chiristlans, Earth Day Is an occaskon to thank God for creation and reflect
on how we might better care for what we have been given. Discuss ways
In which your household can act to better protect the environment, such
as uslng less power at home, recycling washe, planting trees and collecting
Iitter. Commit to one act of environmental care this week.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Psalm 4:8 says, Tn peace | will e down and' sleep, for you alone, O Lord),
will keep me safe.” The end of the day Is a good time to slow down, reflect
on the day, and focus on God's place at the center of our Iives. Rituals that
help us do this can have a powerful “witnessing” Influence In our home
Ives. Consider incorporating these Ideas into the bedtime routine:
= Share the “highs” and “lows™ from the day.
Read a Bible story or a brlef Bible passage.

£§ 'J 5 In addition to Takimg Fath Home, celebrate milestones In your dally life
Ml ':- ME as an effective falth formation tool. Go to: www.millestonesminlstrong
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