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I wonder what your definition of 
Milestones Ministry is. 

 





A milestone is one of a series of numbered markers 
placed along a road or boundary at intervals of one mile 
or occasionally, parts of a mile. Mileage is the distance 
along the road from a fixed commencement point. 



A milestone is one of a series of markers we encounter 
along our faith journey at varying intervals during our 
lifetime. Each milestone happens along the faith journey 
beginning at a fixed commencement point. 



What is a milestone? 

A milestone is a meaningful, 
memorable moment in the lives of 

individuals and communities. 

Milestones in our lives can be  
life changing. Some are happy.  

Some can be sad and fearful times. 



What makes milestones a ministry? 

Connecting the meaningful, 
memorable moments in our lives to 
God’s presence in those moments. 

Adding scripture, prayer, and a 
blessing makes this a faith formation 

moment and becomes part of  
our faith journey. 



Milestones celebrated in the congregation. 

Mission 

Trips 



 

Do you recognize milestones  
in your setting? 

If so, what ones and how do you 
recognize them? 



The milestones we celebrate in the congregation. 
Most are for children and youth.(happen inside) 

Mission 

Trips 

Entering 

Sunday School 

Confirmation 

Connecting these to 
faith talk is a given. 
They happen in the 

congregation. 



But what milestones do we recognize in our homes 
and in everyday living? 

Baptismal 

Birthdays? 

Retirement? 

Others? 

What happens when 
we recognize a 

milestone in everyday 
life and add 

conversation , prayer 
and blessing to it? 



A moment to reflect on our own  
faith journey. 



Keep these words… 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 



My faith life 
intersected with 
everyday living… 



+ 
Where does your own 
faith journey intersect 
with everyday living? 

Do we recognize 
God’s presence in 
everyday living? 



Reflect on your own faith journey. 
What are some meaningful, life changing 

moments in your own lives that could 
have been or still can be recognized? 





1. Name it 

Identify a moment as significant to one’s life and faith 
directly related to the name of the Milestone Ministry 
event. 

2. Equip it 

Provide support, modeling, and resources to help people 
experience a milestone in life as an opportunity to again 
embrace the grace of God in Christ 



3. Bless it 

Offer a prayer in a worship service, cross+generational 
event, and/or the small group or home event to embrace 
people’s lives with the grace, mercy, and peace of God in 
Christ. 

4. Gift it 

Provide a gift to  help the participants recall a particular 
milestone in their lives with faith, hope, and love 



5. Reinforce it 

Offer a follow up event to help deepen the faith formation 
impact of the Milestone Ministry experience.  Encourage 
and support faith practices recommended at the initial 
Milestone event and, when helpful, explore new ones. 

How would you use 
this 5 part structure 
using the milestone 

you named ? 



Let’s  
do it! 



There are 18 Child-Youth Milestone 

Modules: 

We have named 
some for you! 



There are 18 Milestones Modules: 

FaithChest® Milestone: Passing on Faith 

Baptism Milestone: The Beginning Point of Nurturing a Faith Life 

Anniversary of Baptism Milestone: Remembering Our Way of Life 

Prayer Milestone: Relationships with God and Family 

Welcoming Young Children to Worship Milestone: An Intentional Invitation 

Entering Sunday School Milestone: First Steps for a Young Child 

Kids and Money Milestone: Good Stewards of God’s Gifts 

Blessing of the Backpacks Milestone: A Fall Milestone for All Ages 

Communion Milestone: Learning More about the Lord’s Supper 



Bible Milestone: Placing Scripture in Hands and Homes 

Bible Camp Milestone: Feeling God’s Comfort in Outdoor Ministry 

My Body, God’s Gift Milestone: Sexuality as God’s Good Gift 

Middle School Milestone: Created in God’s Image 

Beginning Confirmation Milestone:  
Walking with Youth on Their Faith Journeys 

Confirmation Milestone: An Evening of Honor 

Driver’s License Milestone: Driver’s License as a Rite of Passage 

Mission Trip Milestone: Community Blessings at Home and Away 

High School Graduation Milestone: Equipping Graduates for the Journey 

18 Milestones Modules continued: 



There are 12 Adult Milestone Modules: 



Adult Milestones 

• For Caregivers of Aging Parents 

• Return from Military Deployment 

• Retirement 

• New Home 

• New Job 

• First Time Grandparents 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Empty Nest 

• Loss of a Loved One 

• Faith Community 

• Becoming a Parent 

• Affirming Spiritual Gifts 



12 Adult Milestones Modules: 

Caring for Aging Parents: affirming primary care givers 
Return from Military Deployment: reuniting with family and friends 

New Home: Affirming the physical, spiritual, and emotional transition  
to a new living space   

 

Retirement: a major life transition 
Empty Nest 

Wedding Anniversary  
New Job 

First Time Grandparents 
 



First Time Parents 
Joining a Faith Community 

 
 

Loss of a Loved One 
Connecting with Spiritual Gifts  

 



Milestone Moments for the Home 

• Broken Bone 

• First Cell Phone 

• Christmas Tree Blessing 

• Beginning School 

• Back to School 



1.Name it 

2.Equip it 

3.Bless it 

4.Gift it 

5.Reinforce it 



FOUR KEYS For 
Practicing Faith 

1. Caring 
Conversations 

2. Devotions 
3. Service 
4. Rituals and 

Traditions 



There are FOUR KEY faith practices that 

make up the lifestyle of lifelong faith 

formation: 

 

1. Caring Conversations 

2. Devotions 

3. Service 

4. Rituals and Traditions 
 

 

An important 
ingredient… 



FOUR KEYS For 
Practicing Faith 

1. Caring 
Conversations 

2. Devotions 
3. Service 
4. Rituals and 

Traditions 
Hello there. 
Hello there. 



Maslow 

Hierarchy 

of Needs 

Spiritual 

Building 
Relationships 

Praying for One 
Another 



Four Keys 

Blessings in home and 
congregation with 

intention to do 
outreach 

Hello there. 
Hello there. 



Four Keys 

Hello there. 
Hello there. 





Parents: What are your concerns about 
getting a first phone for this young 
person? 
 
Youth; Why is it important to have a cell 
phone? 





Be Intentional 

Set Expectations  

Plan for 
Accountability 

Debbie’s 3 Tips for Leadership 



How realistic is it that we can equip 

homes for faith formation  

and spiritual growth?  

And why is follow up important? 



http://www.lifelongfaith.com/ 

http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/










http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/ 

http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/


http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/ 

http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/


www.milestonesministry.org 

http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/


 

The Goal: 

• Lifelong Faith Formation  

• Relationships over     

      Programs  

• Be Strategic for the World,  

      not the Congregation 

 

 

 

Essential Settings: 

• Home 

• Congregation 

• Digital World 

 

 



Be Intentional 

Set Expectations  

Plan for 
Accountability 

How will you…..? 



Two ears, one 
mouth…. 

Embracing 
opportunities to 

equip and 
empower  means 

listening ! 



 

Reflect on what it means to : 
Be in a role to equip others to grow in  

their faith.. 
 

Be a Christian faith role model for others.  
In whose life have you and can we make a 

difference?  

It begins with us! 



This Pwr Pt PDF can be found at 
www.milestonesministry.org 

Under the Toolbox Tab 

©Milestones Ministry, LLC 2016 

http://www.milestonesministry.org/


How would I use this devotion? 


