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Introductions

What is your definition of faith formation?

Where do you see faith formation intersecting with
your interaction with children and families?

What does faith formation look like in your setting?
(prayers, chapel, connected with congregation)




Despite many years of
serving in the area of
Christian education in
several congregations, | am
still in awe of the process of
faith formation, a growth
that often happens unseen
— like seeds sprouting
underground, nourished by
the Holy Spirit.

Faith formation is different than the
term “Christian education.” The
focus of Christian education is
narrower with an emphasis on

teaching and learning.

In contrast with Christian education,
faith formation is broader and
encompasses all aspects of the life
of a congregation. Moving to a more
robust understanding of faith
formation is required in order for the
church to thrive in a missional age.

Faith Formation in a Missional Age

by Dr. Diane Shallue



New Discoveries about Young Children’s Faith
Formation
Karen-Marie Yyst January 22, 2017 Eaith Formation

For decades, we have operated with certain developmental beliefs about preschool faith formation. Now, with
the advantages of new research methods, it is time to reexamine our assumptions. Yale University's Paul
Bloom and Harvard University's Paul Harris have made exciting discoveries that invite us to retool our
preschool ministries. Let me share some of their findings and suggest ways their work might reframe our own
efforts.

Paul Bloom studies young children’s moral development, and he has noticed that infants as young as three
months old exhibit signs of moral sensitivity. Analyzing videotapes of babies and toddlers watching animated
and puppet scenarios involving helping and hindering behaviors (e.g. one figure helping another roll a ballup a
ramp or one blocking the ball as the other tries to roll it), Bloom realized that young children prefer figures
who act helpfully over those who obstruct another’s actions. He observed that infants are particularly
distressed by negative (hindering) behavior, suggesting that they sense the danger that “bad” behavior poses to
human relationships. He concludes that young children have the capacity to make basic judgments between
good and bad, and that their preference for helpers over hinderers shows signs of the same kind of

“disi d jud; " (i.e. jud, based on uni vs. individual benefits) that we thought only

mature adults make.

‘We can nurture this moral sensitivity as part of faith formation by emphasizing helping and hindering actions

in the Bible stories we tell. Many curricula for very young children focus primarily on stories about creation, . .

children or animals, on the assumption that infants and toddlers can only grasp concrete objects. Bloom's work - d f h |
suggests that young minds are already intuitively exploring moral principles, and caregivers can reinforce these C 0 p reS I e nt O t e I n te rn atl o n a
nascent moral judgments by acting out with play figures and puppets the wide variety of helping and hindering

behaiors tha e part o Bibe naatives Association of Children’s Spirituality. She
bave g ta ovrd e, Gfacd 2 gl ouomac o s lovweves, i el boncgalfacinin teaches Christian education and spiritual

1s tempered by egocentrism. A toddler is mostly troubled by inequality of outcome when it means they get less

of something than someone else (e.g. getting two cookies when someone else gets three). Social networks also fo r m atl o n at U n i O n P reS byte r I an S e m I n ary

affect a child’s ethics: toddlers and preschoolers are much more likely to share equally with people they think
of as family than with strangers. And, as in helping/hindering scenarios, young children pay more attention to . .
when others act unfairly than when they achieve egalitarian goals. Bloom explains that this 1s why children as I n R I C h m o n d VA
young as two “tattle” about the wrong behavior of others. From the child’s perspective, tattling is meant to 1
serve two purposes: to receive adult recognition for the child’s moral sensitivity to an unfair situation and to
ge vengeful punish of gdoers. While adults may not want to reinforce vengefulness, Bloom
thinks we need to work harder at reinforcing children’s accurate moral judgments by acknowledging tattlers’
correct of' i

Bloom's work points us toward another noteworthy implication of young children’s moral development: the

“=mma WWhan vanne children hear nannla anteida thaie ~la-- &

For decades, we have operated with certain developmental beliefs about preschool faith
formation. Now, with the advantages of new research methods, it is time to reexamine our
assumptions. Yale University’s Paul Bloom and Harvard University’s Paul Harris have made
exciting discoveries that invite us to retool our preschool ministries. Let me share some of
their findings and suggest ways their work might reframe our own efforts.



Paul Bloom has noticed that infants as Harris also has found that

young as three months old exhibit preschoolers will imitate social

signs of moral sensitivity. conventions when they are invited to
do a task an adult has demonstrated.

We can nurture this moral sensitivity Even when children can see no

as part of faith formation by useful reason for certain actions,

emphasizing helping and hindering they assume the demonstrator has

actions. some invisible but important cultural
knowledge.

Paul Harris’s primary research interest

has been in discerning how young Harris’s findings remind us that we

children learn from listening to what need to provide regular

other people say as well as from demonstrations of religious practices

sensory explorations. as part of young children’s faith
formation.

Harris’s findings remind us that we need to provide regular demonstrations of religious practices as part of
young children’s faith formation. Demonstrations encourage children to develop testimony-based
understandings of what Christian people do and say. Preschoolers will be quick to imitate adult faith practices
because they trust that adults know what those actions mean even if the child does not. Furthermore, young
children need adult prompting to see God’s presence in the world, since “God” is not a concrete object they
can observe.



Let’s think about our faith practices.
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" What faith practices

do we do In our own lives?




Let’s process these questions...

* What role do you play in faith formation?
* What role does the school play?
* What role do parents play?

 How does chapel interface with school
activities?




» Faith Formation is like learning a language

> Not everyone is fluent because they haven’t
been immersed in it

> One hour aweekﬁs not do it




Faith as a Second Language

By Debbie Streicher

Lifelong faith formation
through the lens of becoming
fluent in a language.

It begins in the home!

And we need to help our
parents understand this!
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Keep these words...
Deuteronomy 6:6-9
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My faith life

Intersected with
everyday living.
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.
Where does your own |g=
faith journey intersect
with everyday living?




The analogy:

English as a
Second Language |

Faith as a
Second
Languag

€




Are you fluent in another
language?

Parents I'm
Others fluent!



Are you fluent in the language of
faith?

Parents _Flue_nt Christian
Others In faith School

Christian
Culture



Learning a Language:

- Be Immersed and surrounded by
the language In the home or live
In the country where the

language Is spoken. By the age of
13!

- Become familiar with rituals and




Providing Tools: Fluency results

- Action and hands-on In away of lite!
Involvement . The result? It
sticks!

- Common words to describe core
rituals and traditions Is key.

- Embedding faith practices
iIntentionally.




Immersion: We make

assumptions!

- Immersion leads to learning about the
culture of a community. Every faith
community has a culture.

- If you gave a survey and asked people In
to identify Christian traditions, could they
do it ?Do they have them in their own




Fluency:
- It doesn't happen in 1 hour
week. In fact it doesn’'t happen
IN 5 hours or 10 hours a week!
W _ |t [eads to thirsting to gather with

are not

Wl those who speak the language. going to

night with like this!

You mean we should

do this in school and
at home?



What does faith formation look like in the classroom

How is the language analogy | just gave relevant to
what happens every day in the classroom?

What struck you as interesting?

How can we make a difference?




“Cultures are what make
countries unique.”

A culture Is passed on
to the next generation
by learning, whereas
genetics are passed on
by heredity.

Built into daily life,

rituals and traditions
become a way of life.




Defining a basic culture:
1. Caring Relationships
2. Rituals

3. Traditions

4. Values

We pray every
time in chapel!

Love me as

you love
yourself!



Five Principles for living and passing on
faith (living into...)

* Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through
personal, trusted relationships often in our own homes.

* The church is a living partnership between the ministry
of the congregation and ministry of the home.

| ‘CREIMOMSION
\ VIBRANT FATY

 Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church too.
 Faith is caught more than it is taught.

* If we want Christian children and youth, we need
Christian adults. PA s




Five Principles for living and passing on
faith (living into...)

° Falt i fFarmmad hyv tha mevwvniar Af tha LiIah:, Crhivit thva gh

pers ...and can be role modeled at school s

* The church is a living partnership between the ministry
of the cdschool »n and ministry of the home.

| ‘CREIMOMSION
\ VIBRANT FATY

« Where Christ is present in faith, the school | church too.

 Faith is caught more than it is taught.

 |f we want Christian children and youth, we need
Christian adults. TA Mo




If we would like to view the faith
community through a cultural lens, we
need to be honest with one another and

open to truthful, caring relationships.

- 4




Debbie’s 3 Tips for Leadership

Be Intentional
Set Expectations

Plan for
Accountabllity

-~ W e



» The faith community and the home are an essential part of our
faith formation.

» Like learning a language, it is where we are immersed in it
» How do we encourage faith formation in the school and the

)
home~ ’




Suggested steps to be intentional about

developing a plan for practicing faith daily

when at home and when away (school):
Make time for caring conversations
(Caring Conversations)

Read scripture (Devotions)
Serve one another (Service)
Pray for and bless one another
(Rituals and Traditions)




Four Key Faith Practices

L

2 I
Yy e

i Rituals and Traditions

Caring Conversations

-~

- 4



Connect, Develop, Inspire

“Promoting and supporting quality,
Christ-centered schools and early
childhood programs of the ELCA.”




One result of the ELCA CAll to Discipleship is family
: : prayer time at the Back home in Burke, Va. Lighting a
Wh at IS th e real It candle signals prayer time for Riley, 4; Mark; Charlie, 3

household doing ekl
practice? What role does the
—|school play In this?




Debbie’s three stages...

Be Intentional
Set Expectations

Plan for
Accountability

-~ W e
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l’! ) Session Overview

A.Trends in Families and Society:
How Do We Interpret & Respond?

B. Six Critical Shifts
l::D Toward strengths and resilience
@ Toward relationships in families
@ Toward “living inte” faith
@) Toward relationships with families
@Toward empowering families

@ Toward community-center ministries

5{351[1{31’! ) Competing Narratives about Families

NETITL

What We Hear What We Experience

* Families are broken, # Families are the most

dysfunctional important part of life

* B54% of parents say: * 75% of adults say: They are

Families have declined very satisfied with family

In Summary
Today’s families are Nothing is more important

really messed up. to me than my family.

SeaI'Ch > Discovering what kids need to succeed

INSTITUTE

Eugene C. Roehlkepartain,
Ph.D. - Vice President,
Research and Development



5@{%@) The Changing Family

We are seeing evidence of families changing
everywhere:

* [nterracial and inter-religious families

* Families being “spiritual” but not always “religious”
* Families taking in other kids

* Dads at the bus stop

* The growing prominence of pets

* Blended families becoming even more blended

* Single parents linking with other single parents

These six shifts are needed to create a new narrative that can more effectively
guide how we understand and engage families as the center of faith formation

5";*1(1'[' f"h. ) Six Narrative Transformations

T - BT
T © Crm
BT < T
EE - (R
T © EEEr
T © EXTEETS

In the twenty-first century.



Search \ 40 Developmental Assets® for Early Childhood (ages3105)
INETITUTE Search Institute” has identificd the following building blocks of heakthy development—known as
Developmental Assets®—thar help young children grow up healthy, caring, and respansible.
(" Support 1. F — Parcs ol ] ide the child with high levels of consi: d predictable love, R
e M oy istent and predicuble o
1. Positive family communication—Parcnt(s) and/or primary caregiver(s) express themselves positively and respectfullys engaging
young children in conversations that invite their inpur.
3. Other adult relationships—With the family's suppart, the child experiences consistent, caring relationships with adults outside the family
4. Caring nelghbors— The child's network of relationships includes neighbors wha provide emational support and a sense of belonging
5. (Caring dimata in child-care and adueational sattinge—(arecivers and reachers create snviranments that are nurtirine. accentine.
encorag
Pl . . L . . .. . . . ..
st CONstructive  17. Play and creative activities—The child has daily opportunities to play in allow sclf-expression, physical activity, and
impowerment 7. (mmni | Joo o f Time interaction with others.
z g, offamily 18. Out-of-home and community programs—The child experiences well-designed programs led by competent, caring adults in well-
b 10.Safety— maintained settings.
= | Boundaries & 1. Famiybo 19. Reliqi . The chil .. . . lioi e d . lati hi h h hi
that [l — '
E bpecations 1t he. . e_lglous community e child participates in age-appropriate religious activities and caring relationships that nurture her or his
- 1. spiritual development.
14 bt 20. Time at home—The child spends most of her or his time at home participating in family activitics and playing constructively,
15. pusiten with parent(s) guiding TV and electronic game use.
challengi
Constructive 17 Play and creativeactivities— Ihic child has daily opportunities to play in ways that allow self-expression, physical activity, and
Use of Time interaction with others.

18. Out-of-home and preg. The child expericn Il-designed programs led by competent, caring adults in well-
maintained settings.
19. Religious ity—The child participates in age-appropriate religious activities and caring relationships that nurture her or his

spiritual development.
20. Time at home—The chlldd)cnd! maost of her or his time at home participating in family activities and playing constructively,
with parent(s) guiding TV and clectronic game usc. J

Commitment
to Leamning

Positive
Values

Sodal
Competendes

Internal Assets

Pasitive
Identity

N

1. Motivation to mastery— Thc child responds to new expericnces with curiosity and encrgy, resulting in the pleasure of mastering now
learning and skills.

12. Engagement in learning experiences— The child fully participates in a variery of activities thar offer opportunities for leaming,

13. Home-program The child exy ces security, ¥, and connections between home and out-of-home care
programs and learning activities.

24. Bonding to prog The child forms Ful ¢ with out-of-home care and educational programs.

25. Early literacy—The child enjoys a varicty ofprc—n:admg activitics, including adults reading to her or him daily, looking at and

. m%ﬂtwe ©777737. Personal power— The child can make choices that give a sensc of having some in|

::ldentity 38. Self-esteem—The child likes her- or himself and has a growing sense of being v: by others.

e 39. Sense of purpose—The child anticipates new opportunities, experiences, and milestones in growing up.

31, Sell .o w - - . . - _— . -

cor 40. Positive view of personal future—The child finds the world interesting and enjoyable, and feels that he or she has a positive place in it.

1. Pla

n. mlslmsﬂls_'lhc child coaperates, shares, plays harmoniously, and comforts others in distress.

34, Cultural awareness and sensitivity— Ihe child begins to learn about her or his own cultural identity and o show acceptance of peple
who are racially, physically, culturally, ot ethnically different from her ot hirm.

35. Resistance skills— The child bepins o scnse danger accuratcly; to seck help from erusted adults, and to resist pressure from peers to
participate in unaceepiable ot risky behavir

36. Peacefal conflict resolution—The child bepns to compromise and resobve conflicts without using physical agpression or hurtful Enpuage.

over things that happen in her or his life.

37. Personal power— The child can make choices thar give a sense of having some influence over things that happen in her or his life.

8. Self-ﬂa!ll— The child likes her- or himself and has a growing sense of being valued by others.

9.5 f purp The child antici new opportunities, experiences, and milestones in growing up.

40. Positive view of personal future—1 The child finds the world interesting and enjoyable, and fecls that he or she has a positive place in it. J

"The following are registered trademarks of Search Instinute: Search Institue”, Developmental Assers® and Healthy Communitses » Healthy Youth®,

"This page may be reprduced for od I | ssex cnly. Capyright © 2003 by Scarch Instiute,
615 First Avemuac N.E., Suite 125, Minneapolis, MN 55413; B00-888-7828; www.scarch-institute.org. All Rights Reserved.
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Where do we start?
A suggestion:
Recognize God’s

presence in daily life &‘\ ‘ ,
through milestone :
e

moments.

&




What Is your definition of a

milestone?

A milestone is one of a series of
numbered markers placed along a
road or boundary at intervals of one
mile or occasionally, parts of a mile.
Mileage is the distance along the
road from a fixed commencement
point.




What Is your definition of a faith

connected milestone?

A milestone is a meaningful,
memorable moment in the lives of
Individuals and communities.

Milestones In our lives can be

life changing. Some are happy.
Some can be sad and fearful times.




What does it mean to form faith

through milestones?

Connecting the meaningful, memorable
moments in our lives to God’s presence
In those moments.

Adding scripture, prayer, and a blessing
makes this a faith formation moment
and becomes part of
our faith journey.




“A milestone is an action or event
marking a significant change or
stage in development. These life
and faith markers can provide
Important times for engaging
families when they are most open

to change and growth.”
— John Roberto




Milestones celebrated in the

congregation
* Baptism

« Communion
* First Bible

e Confirmation

* Beginning Sunday School

 Graduation




 Getting a Driver’s License

What milestones do we recognize in our

homes and in everyday living?

New Home
~amily Reunion
_oss of a Pet
~irst Cell Phone

Birthdays




What milestones do we recognize in the

setting of our schools?

* Beginning School
 Learning Alphabet

* Last day of preschool
« 2777

. 2777







1. Name it

|ldentify a moment as significant to one’s life and faith
directly related to the name of the Milestone Ministry
event.

2. Equip It

Provide support, modeling, and resources to help
people experience a milestone in life as an
opportunity to again embrace the grace of God Iin

Christ

Opportunity!




3. Bless it

Offer a prayer during Chapel time,
cross+generational event, and/or the small group or
home event to embrace people’s lives with the grace,
mercy, and peace of God in Christ.

4. Gift it

Provide a gift to help the participants recall a

particular milestone in their lives with faith, hope, and
love




5. Reinforce it

Offer a follow up event to help deepen the faith
formation impact of the Milestone Ministry experience.
Encourage and support faith practices recommended
at the initial Milestone event and, when helpful, explore
new ones.

. Name it
. Equip it
. Bless it

. Giftit
. Reinforce it




Examples of Forming Faith Through

Milestones

Congregation, Community, Home, and Digital World

School!

|




Congregation

finistey, LLC. Al righeg 5




Community Example
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MILESIONES

MINISTRY

Christmas

Milestones Ministry br
God to individuals of »

ministry of the church: |
with family, friends, and ¢

The season of Advent signal
year and gives a wonderful opp:
congregation to help families esta
traditions to be handed from one gen.
Advent wreath provides a visual reminder
Jesus birth and His coming again. Itisa good t

introduce faith practices in the home through reading
scripture, prayer, and lighting a candle each week. The
Christmas tree is another visual reminder. The custom of
the Christmas tree was introduced in Germany in the 1th
century. Legend tells that the evergroen was chosen and
decorated with candles to represent God's creation and the
gift of God's Son as the Light of the World. This tradition is
continued today as we use evergreen trees, strings of lights,
and ormaments to decorate the tree in our homes
Milestones incorp a simple that includ
naming, equipping, blessing, gifting. and reinforving so that
the Milestones Ministry Moment has a greater chance to
take deeper roct in lifelong faith formation.

s tree and
Naming the
»d traditions

0t encourages caring
crs that point to Jesus as
we prepare for Chrigmas.
wsing the tree is a reminder of the role the
home has in providing a place for faith lives to grow.
Gifting ~ Giving a tangible gift like a new ornament for
the tree or a picture of family in front of the tree each year
is a2 good way to establish a memory each year.
Reinforcing ~ It is a good idea to follow up after the
Christmas Tree Blessing Moment by gathering again with
family arcund the troe on Christmas Eve or Chiristmas Day
to share the journey you had together through the moath
and talk about ways to continue the practice of caring
conversations and prayers throughout the coming year.

0
° .0

y °
MILESONES

© Copyright 2013 Misstorses Miskery, LLC. AT rights newrvel.
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Digital Example

B e

5\ © Takahashi Kenta ‘

o O,
.‘. Nina Kovac
Pt B - Ea sumvan wh
" O Edwin Smith h‘ o
+44 1234 5678900
e (9]
R

Skype
Google Hang Out
Face Time



School Example




i [ ]
MILES|ONES

MIMNISTRY
Milestones Ministry is o
faith formation practice
for both home and con-
gregation thot helps all

generations recognize

God's presence in
everyday life.

Five Steps: f "

Mame it -

identify meaningful,
memorable moments
Equip it - provide
faith practices

Bless it - offer a pray-
er and a blessing

Reinforce it - follow
up to firmhy root faith

&

Name it
Equip it
Bless it
Gift it
Reinforce it




How will you form
faith through
milestones?




What does it
look like?

How does It
connect to the
classroom?




“Parents don t care how much you know
until they know how much you care.”

- Theodore Roosevelt/John C. Maxwell

“Nobody/People/Children.”




An Important ELEA:
ingredient...establish Devotional Guide
faith practices!

Four Key Faith Practices iAthaSre ; 'Sl'ﬁnptur:tef
1. Caring Conversations ' . 1 hougnt 1or
- 2. Read the Week

2. Devotions _

- 3. Talk 3. Question
3. Service 4 Pra D
4. Rituals and Traditions - rtay . Frayer

5. Bless

I8
They carry us from milestone

to milestone!

O A=
2 )



Maslow
H i e ra rC hy Pursue Inner Tale

Creativity Fulfillment

Of NeedS / SELF-ESTEEM

Achievement Mastery
Recognition Respect

BELONGING - LOYE
Friends Family Spouse Lover

SAFETY
Security Stability Freedom from F
/ PHYSIOLOGICAL
' Food Water Shelter Warmth ~.

V- 4




The Goal:




Connect, Develop, Inspire

“Promoting and supporting quality,
Christ-centered schools and early
childhood programs of the ELCA.”

How do you view
these In the context of
faith formation in the

school setting?




“Promoting and supporting quality,
Christ-centered schools and early
childhood programs of the ELCA.”

Connect: With parents/grandparents through caring
conversations

Develop: Faith formation resources and tools for the
classroom that can be recognized at home too!

Inspire: By recognizing milestones in chapel and sending
prayer and blessing home.
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Devotions




MEANING OF THE STONES

il 1 Beginnings and Completions
-n) Examples:
|
- Engagement » Graduation + First School Bus Ride + Driver's
; License » New Job + Moving Away + Retirement

+ Child Leaves Home

In blessing new beginnings or completions we are reminded that a God who is familiar
with us meets us in unfamiliar places. The creation story in Genesis states that every
day had a sunrise and a sunset, “And there was evening and there was morning.”

Remembering
Examples:
Birthdays « National Holidays « Reunions
= Sobriety Anniversary » Baptism Birthdays

+ Anniversaries * Bible Stories + Songs

We leam from the past so that we can move forward in life. Exodus 20 and in
Deuteronomy 5 we are commanded to keep a Sabbath day, to remember what God
has done and is doing in our lives.

Loss
Examples:
Death » Loss of Pet » Loss of Job + Miscarriage + Divorce = Loss
of Health » Loss of Love » Loss of Family Farm

In our deepest pain, God graciously wipes our tears and holds us with the arms of the
cross as long as we need to be held. “For | am convinced that neither death, nor life,
ner angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
Ged in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:37-39)

Quests
Examples:
Leaming to Dance + Job Interview » Running a Marathon
* Disceming Vocation * Engaging in Mission « Try Outs
« Climbing a Mountain + Finding a Treasure

Quests are the times of wonder, stepping into the unknown, and taking the risk of
exploring a new path in life. In Matthew 16:24 we are reminded that we are called to
step away from our comfort zenes, pick up our cross, and follow Jesus.

Blank

Examples:
y Birthdays * Special Events » Unique Milestones

This stone can be used along with permanent markers to customize the stone to
remember unique and special events in our lives.

Sacred
Examples:

Family Time « Wedding = Funeral » Confirmation = Bap
+ Creation « Christian Holy Days » Eucharist

The holy and sacred are found in the presence of God. Symbols, ntuals and tr
are sacred when we meet God there Moses, standing before God in the bumil
was told, “the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” (Exodus 3:5)

v Gratitude
. Examples:
\ Friendships « Family « Health and Healing + Miracle

= Appreciation « Prayers » Gifts » Thanksgiving Day:

We applaud, whistle, shout, stomp, sing, pray, smile, hug, give. “O give thanks
the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1

Care
Examples:
Helping Others » Supporting Missions + Prayer
b « Campaigning for Peace, Justice, and Mercy
* Medical Assistance « Visiting * Caning for Creatior
This stone represents giving and receiving care with grace and gratitude. “Whq

is my neighbor?” the young lawyer asked. Jesus answered with the Good San
Story (Luke 10: 25-37), giving us direction for faithful living.

Mountain Highs
Examples:
Birth of a Child + Recognition « Fishing with Dad
» Learning to Read + Falling in Love » Achievemeni
» Seeing a Comet or Star » Worship

After looking at the heavens, the moon, and all the stars, the Psalmist in Psaln
states, “ what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you
for them?” Mountain Hiahs are Wow Moments!

Valley Lows
Examples:

Fired from Job « End of Relationship « Acts of Inhuma
« Recognition of Sin « Broken Trust » Failure
+ Destroying Creation » Depression
Havmg the e rug pulled out from under you, having the wind knocked out of you,
ited, di d, and distraught deseribe the low experience
empty feellngs of Valley Lows Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
ne evil; for you are with me; your red and your staff they comfort me. (Psalm 2
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Meaningful and Memorable
Moments Woven into a Life
Lived in Faith

The extraordinary grace of God 1s hidden
1n the ordinary happenings of each day.
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How will you ... In the

classroom and
beyond?

Be Intentional

Set Expectations
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Growing People
in Faith
when at Home
and Away

..and talk about them when you are at home and when

you are away, when you lie n and when you rise.
1)

Newl! Taking Faith Home Cards

Taking Faith Home Cards are designed to
allow individuals and families to nurture

their faith at any time and place! Each
card contains a variety of faith-building
activities, allowing one to pick and
choose what is most beneficial in your
current setting. Each of these 64 cards in
Deck A are based on the Revised
Common Lectionary Year A and include a
scripture verse and prayer on one side
and caring conversation, service

The Heart of Milestones

At the heart of Milestones Ministry are
the Four Keys. These Four Key Faith
Practices nurture the Christian faith,
reach out to the larger world with the
love of God in Christ, and bless and
strengthen relationships at home and in
the congregation. They are:

1. Caring Conversations: These conversation

starters provide meaningful reflection on

biblical texts and our daily lives.

Connect with us:

n u Sign Up for Enews

info@milestonesministry.org

or call 304-300-0836

Taking Faith Home

Taking Faith Home (TFH) is an annual
subscription providing a weekly bulletin
insert to enhance faith formation in the
home!

» Offers suggested daily Bible
readings.

» Gives examples of each of the Four
Key faith practices (caring

conversations, devotions, service,




