


X2 Christian Education Network
S/\, S of the ELCA

</ "... that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love ..."
Colossians 2:2

MILESTONES

MINISTRY

Cumbe rI*a'nd‘ N|v| D






EAST STROL

/

DSBURG

l‘._\ I l- -'. I'g' — 0 '“xl r""-
» \ /= |‘(l Yy,
- Wi , -

by AN,

J T '*va;_l__.f

FOUNDED

i
a2
ry




Debbie’s
— Language




Faith as a Second
Language




The analogy:

' } 4 =
p— - e — v -~ — —
fa Y
— - g -
PR— p— — - ~
— Y -~ P— Y - P PN
g— — " gmpnt p— e—
—_— - —_ - - —_ —

— - e ﬂ — ’ i —

. — ~ —

- - — ~— -
¥

p— Y~ P— Y ' w3 s

P = — oy - (T
p— — - - — —




Are you fluent in another

Ianguage? How many hours a week did you study
a language in school?
Are you fluent?
Home

Parents Ilm
Other Community
Adults fluent!

1. Lived in the country T

“Gravitate towards and

2. Were raised in a house
thirst to be with..”

where your parents
spoke it to you



Are we fluent in the

language of faith? Congregation
and Home
Congregation BeCO mi ng Congregation
Parents Fluent in and
. Community
Other Adults Fa |th

\ /

Congregation
and Culture

“Gravitate

towards and
thirst to be How many hours a week do we speak faith?

with. ” Result? Thirst to be in community.



1. Learning a Language: When will my child
become fluent?

- To become fluent, one must be immersed through being
surrounded by the language in the home or by living in the
country where the language is spoken.

- Fluency involves becoming familiar with and practicing
specific rituals and traditions.

- Culture includes language, food, customs, and traditions

- Age 13: What would happen if we placed a focus on
equipping children and their families before they turn 13 ?

- What impact does facing the reality of learning a language
have on those over 13 through adults in our congregations?



1. Providing Tools: Atama...Kata...

- Learning a language involves action and hands-on
involvement . The result? It sticks!

- Providing opportunities to build relationships.

- Providing consistent words to describe core rituals and
traditions and name them is key.

- Repeating more than once and embedding faith practices
in the ministry of the congregation leads to fluency.

- Fluency results in being a way of life. It defines the DNA of
a congregation.



3. Immersion:

Surrounding children and youth with a common
language and adults who speak the language is
Immersion.

Immersion leads to learning about the culture of a
community. Every faith community has a culture.

If you gave a survey and asked people in your
congregation to identify Christian traditions or
Lutheran traditions, could they do it readily?

We make assumptions that we are already immersing
people. We assume they speak our language.



4. Fluency:

- It doesn’t happen in 1 hour week. In fact it
doesn’t happen in 5 hours or 10 hours a
week!

- It leads to thirsting to gather with those who
speak the language.

- Could you name more than 5 people in your
congregation you consider to be fluent?



5. Application:
- The message/sermon normally includes life
application.

- It connects us to God’s Word.

We seldom follow up with conversations
relating scripture to our own lives.

How and where does one have opportunities
to apply what they learn and realize it is a
way of life?



6. Challenges:

- The opportunity to evangelize lies in our
faith fluency and is dependent on how we
describe ourselves.

- Although we have programs to help others,
how often do we verbalize our actions
through Christian language?

- How do we move from faith community to
the world?



Off the Base! (comfort zone)

- The opportunity for outreach lies in our fluency in the
language of faith and is dependent on how we describe
ourselves.

- Although we have programs to help others, how often do
we verbalize our actions through Christian language?

- How often do we add faith to everyday conversation and
everyday life celebrations?

- How do we move from faith community to the world?
We get “off the base”



“Cultures are what make
countries unique.”

Culture is a word for people's 'way of life', meaning
the way groups do things. Different groups of
people may have different cultures.

A culture is passed on to the next generation by
learning, whereas genetics are passed on
by heredity.

Culture is seen in people’s writing, religion, music,
clothes, cooking, and in what they do.



If | were to ask you to define the culture of your
congregation, how would you describe it?



Defining a basic culture:

1. Caring Relationships — Where do caring
relationships happen in the faith
community? Around tables for fellowship?
In homes?

2. Rituals — What rituals or rites of passage
do families in the congregation list they do
at home? How do these rituals interface
with their faith?



3. Traditions — What types of traditions
passed down through generations are
celebrated in homes of the
congregation? How do they tie these
traditions to their family history? How
do they tie them to their faith?

4. Values — The core of a culture is
formed by values. What do you value
most in the congregation? What do you
think others value most? What do you
value most in your home?



If we would like to view the faith
community through a cultural lens,
we need to be honest with one
another and open to truthful,
caring relationships.










Milestones Ministry Five Principles
for living and passing on faith

- Faith is formed by the power of the Holy
Spirit through personal, trusted relationships
— often in our own homes.

- The church is a living partnership between
the ministry of the congregation and ministry
of the home.



Milestones Ministry Five Principles
for living and passing on faith

- Where Christ Is present in faith, the home Is
church too.

- Faith i1s caught more than it is taught.

- If we want Christian children and youth, we
need Christian adults.

Key

WOFEloooo ADULTS




What i1s a milestone?

A milestone is a meaningful,
memorable moment in the lives of
individuals and communities.

Milestones in our lives can be
life changing. Some are happy.
Some can be sad and fearful times.




What milestones do you currently celebrate in your

congregation?

Bap’(\sm? Mission CO”?/m, :
- Nlion 7
Trips?
B\‘O\e’? WS/CO
Others? We Me ¢,



What milestones do you recognize and celebrate in

your home and daily life?

girtndays’ Baptismal — Wivgy
Birthdays? '6s?
Gradualo™’ First D4
Others? Sen. Y oOf
priver °

? .
\icense’ Retirement?



The milestones we celebrate in the congregation.
Most are for children and youth.

Connecting these to

faith talk is a given.
They happen in the
congregation.




Some milestones we celebrate in the congregation.
Most are for children and youth.

What happens when
we recognize a

milestone in everyday
life and add



What are some meaningful, life changing

events in your own lives or the lives of
friends that can be recognized?
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Identify a moment as significant to one’s life and faith
directly related to the name of the Milestone Ministry
event.

Provide support, modeling, and resources to help people
experience a milestone in life as an opportunity to again
embrace the grace of God in Christ




3. Bless it

Offer a prayer in a worship service, cross+generational

event, and/or the small group or home event to embrace
people’s lives with the grace, mercy, and peace of God in
Christ.

Provide a gift to help the participants recall a particular

milestone in their lives with faith, hope, and love




5. Reinforce it

Offer a follow up event to help deepen the faith formation

impact of the Milestone Ministry experience. Encourage
and support faith practices recommended at the initial
Milestone event and, when helpful, explore new ones.

1. Name it How would you use
2. Equip it thi.s 5 part s’Fructure
3 B it using the milestone
4' G?SS I you named ?

. Giftit
.

Reinforce it



There are 18 Child-Youth Milestone
ssmmwa® Modules:

2
P
AINISTR ‘k ‘ .... TR
" ¥ ®
& ¥ MILESONES
R 7 i -~ MINISTRY

AR |
fANZEY :..J‘-!
« Teach ehidren and families the hiblical foundations of being a steward
« Remiod children and families of the source and giver of all our possessions.

o Help children and familles use thelr resources wisely.

tatjo

n
fo W)
I the 5 lu-f;gt One. e iy g
J’

' .""lhf.

g ;.
e,
o

1 ( 5 gy 1 . “‘al ™ Ren > Wi
e | . We have named
- M’ .

some for you!







18 Milestones Modules continued:




There are 8 Adult Milestone Modules:
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Retirement
A Major Lile !
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Parent Milestone:
Affirming Primary Care Givers
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Adult Milestones

* For Caregivers of Aging Parents
* Return from Military Deployment
* Retirement

* New Home

* New Job

 First Time Grandparents
» Wedding Anniversary

* Empty Nest

e Four More in the Fall




8 Adult Milestones Modules:




4 Adult Milestones Modules
(in the Fall)




Introducing
the design...

THIS HOME

“By wisdom a house is built, and by
understanding it is established;
by knowledge the rooms are filled with

" » /"/ e all precious and pleasant riches.”
and bt eviles

Proverbs 24:3 (NRSV)

-+~ New Home Milestone:

Affirming the Physical, Spiritual and

Emotional Transition to a New Living Space

Desired Outcomes

* Talk about changes and challenges of new Hving situations

« Share memories of previous homes as well as hopes and dreams for the
future in a new home

« Understand how faith and worship can be practiced in the home

+ Equip those in transition with a rituals and traditions for moving into
a new home

* Provide resources for rituals/traditions which can be consistently practiced
in the new home

« Connect ministry of the congregation with people in the community moving
into new homes

© Copyright 204 Viboet Fuits Minstriw. All ights noweved.




Ililestones Mindstry an wwmreness of the
presemce of God o individosts of all
thromgh s vital
congregution. Milestones Ministry provides a
chear aned usshle mode for congregations,
homes, apd commumity to connect faith
formation resowrces with dwily life experiences.
The rich variety of Milestones Mimisiry does the

essential mimistry of the ehurch: promoting
Cheristinn faith formation asd owtresch info the
larger . The owtresch dement is
wecemtunted when the celebration of mikstones
is ciffered For the entire commumity snd ot jost
congregutional members.

ilestones Mind o clear and nsakhle
meodel. Individuals and larger houscholds cam
‘participate in & way of Efe that marks sperial
meaments and bonors them as mit 8o the
joarney of fxith. This modsl the means
to ingplement Vibrant Faith Ministries' vision for
on faith=a vision that children of
ml:.ih Iltmrt:f-nfllt#:lﬂl-nd
s (o 's red eeming work alt play throwgh
oo commuiy, ulturs, and

Ililestones incorporate o si structare that
‘I.-:hd._ﬂ -n_:ha, equipping, g gifting,
and reinforcing so that the Millestones Mimisiry

Elﬂthﬁ;fﬂ'lﬂlﬂ]lulnllhﬂﬂ!pﬂmll

A the beart of equipping people for their lifelong
faith formation are the Four ‘Thess fith
practices are eeniral to every m amd

tead inio people’s daily lives as well as the
life of the local congregation.

These four daily faith are simple,
doakde, amd practical. Four Eeys are
used in open the imagination of individoals,
famnilies, small groups, and

with the gospel of Jesms Christ.

provide ways to murtare the Christian faith
snd reach oul to otbers with the love of God
in Christ. SETVE BE B fior

ways to celebmie amd practioe the Christian
faith in their daily Fres.

To maximize its efectivencss, Milestones
Mdimistry inchudes role modefing of the Four
Eeys in the congregational setting and
ineorparates opportumities for a Bllow-up
pathering sbowt & momth lnter. The bemefits
of Milestones Mimisiry are more deeply
roobed in the lives of people wihen they are
able to gather again for a fith formation
chweck-up. Therefore, each Milestones
Mimistry event offers a follow-up gathering
that includes a Four Keys outline.

AWestones Minkstry prowides 3 faith miesione a5 3 marker along We's
joumey ihat says, “This Is someffing imporiant and God is hare, too.® i /s 3
faith formation practice far both home and congregation that heips ai
GENEELoNS recognize Goo's presence in everyday e

€1 Copreright 2eng Wikt Pacth Mireatrie. All rights resarved




Many congregations have found the blessing of
backpacks to be a very meaningful way to mark

the passage of summer. It is a helpful transition for
children, youth, and adults to the new fall schedule. It
is also an oppartunity to discover God's presence with
us at home, school and work, and %o be reminded that
Jesus is always with us.

Going to school far the first time or returning to school
hmmrm'ﬁtaﬁem

lwbm&eywuludunbdﬁy
with the Four Keys that narture the Christian faith:
caring comversations, devotions, service, and rituals
and traditions.

We bring children, parents, and other adults together to
recognize this time of the year by providing the
apportanity to bless backpacks by incarporating a simple
structure that inclades:

Nanving - It is important to recogmize this time of year
25 the end of summer and the beginning of mew, and
sometimes hectic, schedules for families.

Equipping - All ages are given the opportunity to
practice the Four Keys and have time 1o take a decp
breath, exhale sowly, and claim values and faith that
establish and direct our lives beyond the fears, anxieties,
and pressares of life.

Blessing - The blessing of the backpacks allows us mot
just %o imagine, but also to experience the larges picture
of life—the one that says life is not dominated o formeed
by pressures and uncertainties.

Gifting ~ You may give a gift as a physical reminder of
this occasion, such as a zipper pull or key chain. (See
Appendix 1.)

Reinforcing - It is a good idea to follow up after the
Backpack Milestone by connecting this group ome more
time to share stories about how their school year is

going. The Backpack Milestone Follow Up is on page 7.

© Copyright 3004 Whrnat Peith Miristriva, All rights reseved

1. Name it
2.Equip it
3.Bless it
4.Gift it

5. Reinforce it



+
For the Leader

Check the school calendar to determine which Sunday precedes
most of the school openings. Arrange with worship planners to
have a blessing at worship service(s) on that weekend.
Decide which gift will be a reminder of the occssion, such asa
key chain, zipper pull, or one of the gifts Bsted in Appendix 1.
Allow emough time to order gifts.

Publicize by making an outdoor banmer to invite the commumity.
Sample wording: Begin This School Year with a Blessing of the
Backpacks at [Date and Time]! Remember, signs alone do not

* Compose a notice for the church bulletin. (See Appendix 2.)
*  Think through ways faith talk can continue at home after the

Blessing of the Backpack Milestone takes place. Examples: 1.
Taking Faith Home bulletins sent via email or provided weekdy at
worship. 2. Sending home links %o Vibrant Paith@Home. 3.
FaithTalk Cards, and 4. Blessing Bowls. (See Appendix 1)
Explore ways to involve adults who do not have school-aged
children in the home. (See Appendix 2 for the Optional Milestone
Focus.)

Expand this milestone to imvite people from the community as
well as members of the comgregation.

© Capyright 3004 Vibrut Pesth Mitistrim. All rights ressrved.




FOUR KEYS For
Practicing Faith

1. Caring
Conversations

2. Devotions

3. Service

4. Rituals and
Traditions

Cross+Generational Event

Beginthe session with an introduction that emphasizes the
fm of learsing for ﬂ i thie shadents
partance rl:IJu: ne, inchading heginning

amother year at sc

that all people are beginmng

thieir fall schedules.

'

» Light snack of honey and erackers, and napkins

= Servers for setop and dean up

= Have some new backpacks available as gifts to children in
the local comenunity. Have gift-wrapping and/or gift note
cards ready 5o that the groups can wrap the backpacks
and/or write personal notes of encouragement to those
students whe will receive the hackpacks.

= Nametags

Event (utlines

-

Caring Conversations
Ask people to have a discussion in their small groups. Complete
these sentenors:

® A favorite personal story of mine about schoel is. ..

» A funny or meaningfial story aboat school | rememberis. ..

Dievobons

Read Scripture: Proverbs goao (CEV)

Respect and obey the Lord! This & the bepirming of wisdom. To
hape understmnding pou must ko the Hoby God,

After reading the Scriptore, talk about how it may relate: to learning
and the new school year. Give honey and crackers to each small
group, and have each perscn give another person a cracker with a
drop of hooey on it and say the following: Moy the saoeet taste of
honey remind you of the Apestness of Giod's kove and instruction
Jfor your Hife. As goucontinue &0 fearn for a Efetime, remember
that respecting and cbeying the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

Service

®  Take some time to name penple who have tanght yon in the
past. What did they teach you? Thank God forthis person.

s Think of a skill you have or something yon know that yon
conld teach to somenne. Plan a time to do so.

Rituals and Traditions

Gather again in cirdes and close by praying ngether: Dear Lord,
yout fave blessed s with momy peopde whe hoe sy it and
mendored us in e, Bless ws now as we go forih from thds place
with an excitereent for keomdng and a deséve fo wse o skl and
knaledge to care for people and all crection. fn the eeme af the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirie. Amen.

Bless one another before dismissing: “May you respect and obey
iz Lord ™

Let us pray. God of all knowledge and

wisdom, these studenits and

remind ns that a new school year

hegun. We pray your blessing on them
students, and

& Copymight Svay Vibmene Pt Wintstries, All rights resevsd




An important
ingredient...

There are FOUR KEY faith practices that
make up the lifestyle of lifelong faith
formation:

1. Caring Conversations
2. Devotions

3. Service

4. Rituals and Traditions



Complete this sentence:
If | had an extra hour today, | would.....



FOUR KEYS For
Practicing Faith

1. Caring
Conversations

2. Devotions

3. Service

4. Rituals and
Traditions

Cross+Generational Event

Beginthe session with an introduction that emphasizes the
fm of learsing for ﬂ i thie shadents
partance rl:IJu: ne, inchading heginning

amother year at sc

that all people are beginmng

thieir fall schedules.

'

» Light snack of honey and erackers, and napkins

= Servers for setop and dean up

= Have some new backpacks available as gifts to children in
the local comenunity. Have gift-wrapping and/or gift note
cards ready 5o that the groups can wrap the backpacks
and/or write personal notes of encouragement to those
students whe will receive the hackpacks.

= Nametags

Event (utlines

-

Caring Conversations
Ask people to have a discussion in their small groups. Complete
these sentenors:

® A favorite personal story of mine about schoel is. ..

» A funny or meaningfial story aboat school | rememberis. ..

Dievobons

Read Scripture: Proverbs goao (CEV)

Respect and obey the Lord! This & the bepirming of wisdom. To
hape understmnding pou must ko the Hoby God,

After reading the Scriptore, talk about how it may relate: to learning
and the new school year. Give honey and crackers to each small
group, and have each perscn give another person a cracker with a
drop of hooey on it and say the following: Moy the saoeet taste of
honey remind you of the Apestness of Giod's kove and instruction
Jfor your Hife. As goucontinue &0 fearn for a Efetime, remember
that respecting and cbeying the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

Service

®  Take some time to name penple who have tanght yon in the
past. What did they teach you? Thank God forthis person.

s Think of a skill you have or something yon know that yon
conld teach to somenne. Plan a time to do so.

Rituals and Traditions

Gather again in cirdes and close by praying ngether: Dear Lord,
yout fave blessed s with momy peopde whe hoe sy it and
mendored us in e, Bless ws now as we go forih from thds place
with an excitereent for keomdng and a deséve fo wse o skl and
knaledge to care for people and all crection. fn the eeme af the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirie. Amen.

Bless one another before dismissing: “May you respect and obey
iz Lord ™

Let us pray. God of all knowledge and

wisdom, these studenits and

remind ns that a new school year

hegun. We pray your blessing on them
students, and
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Maslow
Hierarchy
of Needs

/ SELF-
/ ACTUALIZATIO
/Pursue |[nner Tale
/ Creativity Fulfillment’,

SELF-ESTEEM
{ Achievement Mastery
Recognition Respect

/ BELONGING - LOVE
" Frends Family Spouse Lover

SAFETY

/ Security Stability Freedom from Fe

PHYSIOLOGICAL
Food Water Shelter Warmth



Blessings in home and
Milestone for Small : :
Groups or Home Congregatlon W|th

There are times when celebrating 2 milestone can be done in a small . .
rOup or more intimately in homes. Take time to enjoy 2
e . e intention to do
ng outiine. You may also wish to use portions of a
+Generational Event found in this Backpack Milestone.

o HOMS A outreach

* One of the highlights of the summer was
* Now that summer is over, | cant wait for,

> Devotions

Read Deuteronomy 711 (CEV)

So be sure to obey his laws and teachings | am giving
you today.

God made promises to our ancestors. He Joves us and is
with us always. He gave them and us a commandment to
keep his words in cur hearts and recite them %o our children.
In school, we don't have commandments. We have rules.

* What rules do you have in your school?

* What happens if you break the rules?

Serviee

FO ur Keys Our lives are filled with learning. We learn through many

social contacts. We learn at school, in the home, in the

congregation, on the job, through varions media, and in the

community.

* Make 2 commitment in the next month to be of service by
helping someone else learn.

* Bea "book buddy” at school or help somebody learn how

to run a computer program at work or develop a skill
with a tool.

Rituals and Traditions

Prayer:

Lord, you have blessed us ¢ be a blessing o others and
in wisdom. Help our lives to and

ﬁpamyufpm&ﬁkhww.gm

Bless one another: “May you obey His laws and teachings.”

© Copyright 2044 Vibennt Fatth Mintatries. All rights reservecl.



Encouraging a time to check in

Caring Conversations

After sehonl has begun, gathier onee more for o sperial fime
Begin with conversation:

= by fvorite part of the schoal day is i /)
«  Something | Wkesboutmy teackeris____________ . /)f
= Something | ook forward to in schoal this year i ;

pevotions )
Fead Loke 252 (CEV) Oé}

Jesws hecame wise, mnd ke grey strang. God 1was plaosed with him and so
ware the people.

= Jemns hecame wise and strong. How do yon become wise and
sirong?

Service
= Talk about children wiso may not have backpacks, lonch meoney, and

Four Keys T v e

= Fray for children who do not bave the bemefit of an education that
they find & mesns to grow in their knowledge and faith

Rituals and Traditions
Fray together:

Dwar God of knowledge and wisdom, as ww are given the apperturiny af
school fo learn semething e each doy, we ask for pour blessing. Help us
o develop and grow tie gifts you have given ws. Remdnd us thet wherever
we g, pou ane afueys ERE us. Amen.

Bless one jmltu-.l'l::r making the of the cross on one another's
Mesus goes with you wherever you go.”

forcheads and say,




®
MILEdeES

MINISTRY

© Copyright 2004 Wit Paith Mindetrina, Al rights remrved.




Resources

Ideas for “Gifting:”

= Indfvidimal stone for your Blessing howl ‘_;

-

Key Chains - Search online using keywords like *mustom key chains,” “key chains with logn® and *persenalized key
chains.™

Zipper Pulls - Search online using keywards like “sipper pull,” “religioues dpper pull® and “Christian ripper pall®
and choose one appropriate for children) youth backpacks.

Pen/Pencil = Order pencils or pens with your congregation’s name and phone number oo them. Search onfine
using keywords like “rustomized pen and pencil,” “promoetional pen and pencil® and “personalized pen and pencil.”

Addifional Resources for Milestones Ministry:

= Ritwals are an important part of a vibrant family life. Make both the ordinary and
extranrdinary events in your family more intentionally sacred by honering them with the simple blessing rituals
featared in this book. This wonderful rescurce provides yon with a blessing for life’s most meaningfial moments?

= This besntiful, handcrafted bowl not only sdds & kvely
decorative tomch 8o any home, but holds special necaming o the family that owns it. Milestones Blessing Bowls are
desiigned to remind us of those mesmin gfnl moments that make wp our lves.

= The Congregational Milestones Blessing Bowl s a great way i

eelebrate mch importamt milestons in the congregation. The hand-painied stones help visually remind
eongregations of the sigmifieance of & child's faith milestones, sach as baptism, entering Sanday schood, first

= Ulse this bowl to place each stone as the special life event happens

= A faith milestone is a marker along life's journey that says, “This is something important
and Giod is here, too.® Marking a milestone is a biblically-based spiritual practice in both home and congregation
that helps all generations recognize God's presence in all of life.

= Spark irteresting conversations using this lectionary-based Four Keys
tool for the home.

= Following the narrative lectionary, this resouree takes you
through the stories of the Bilile.

= Let this Four Eeys Mat adom your table with a candle or blessing bowl as yon emgage in caring.
eonversations, household devotions, idens and stories for serving amd ereate meaningfuol ritoals and trasditions.

Four Keys Resources —
wedvagly Viske Vibewne Fulth @Home for fih wsiviiesfor ol ages wnd seges

& Capyright oy Virant Ptk Misdriss. AT riphts roseroed.




rituals &
traditions

Four Keys
Mat

Blessing




Optional Milestone Focus:

In addition to offering a blessing to dassroom students, you may wish to expand the Blessing of the Backpacks

Milestone celehration to honor all people with daily routines. Let this milestone opportunity be an invitation to

anynne who wishes to begin the @il season by having his or her daily life activities blessed by the triune God. This

could alse be a time to encourage adults to engage in the rowtine of studying the Bible. The first part of the bles -

couald faies on dassreom stadents beginning a year of study. The next part could reach out to all others. Optlons
Wonstudents could bring their briefrases, computer hags, tool helts, Bibles, itchen aprons, gardening tools,

caleulatars, or whatever it is they identify as a part of their daily Fves. Including physical ftems (like backpacks or

gardening tools) will help make the moment memarable. For those who eome without ampthing in hand, yon could

make and present a simple certificate that acknowledges their participation in the Blessing of the Backpacks

Bunday. Be sure fo buy enough of the gift ftem for these participants, too.

Cher and perste this fo wse m bullefins and emgils, or to promate the avent on your congrasain

'nu!w  pase and wabsite) /@ fé\

Sample Bulletin Insert: 8
7

Every parent wants his ar her child to have all the advantages possible for a goed education. This year, that
incliades a blessing. Since not all studests have backpacks, we are asking you to consider purchasing an extra
hackpack, or contribarte money for one, so that all sadents who come for the Blessing of the Backpacks have one.
The remaining backpacks will be delivered to cemters and schiools to distribarte them to stadents who need one.
Flease bring your donations and drop them off in the church office, or make your financial comtribution (abeled
“backpacks") and place &t in the offering plate at worship. Thank you!
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PREPARATION Invite family and friends to your new home. Place a small candle in each room to be blessed and carry
a lir candle with youw. Mark the following verses in your Bible for easy reference: Proverbs 24:3; Psalm 121:8; John 13:34;
Psalm 145:15-16; Psalm 4:8; Isaiah 32:18. Add hymns or songs if you like.

If you are leading this blessing in someone else’s house, change pronouns when necessary.,

WELCOME

For everything there is a season,

and a time for every matter under beaven.
Welcome to this time for blessing our home.

RITUAL ACTION

(Gather outside, if possible.) Read Proverhs 24:3.

Let us pray: O God, as candles bring light to this home, so
enable (home owners) to be your light in this neighborhood.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Light the candle and say, Christ is present!

(Move to the entrance. )

Read Psalm 121:8. Let us pray: Defender God, protect and
guide those of us who live here; our going our and our coming
in; and let us share the hospitality of this home with all who
visit, that those who enter may know your love and peace. Amen
Light the candle and say, Christ is present!

{Move to the family or li‘,'ir.g room, )

Eead John 13:34. Let us pray: Giver of joy and love, bless all
who share this room that through you we may be bound
together in a community of love. Amen

Light the candle and say, Christ is present!

{Move to the kitchen/dining room. )

BLE

Read Psalm 145:15-16. Let us pray: Blessed are you, Lord of
heaven and earth, for you give us food and drink to sustain
our lives and make our hearts glad. Help us to be grateful for
all your mercies and mindful of the needs of others. Amen
Ligh: the candle and say, Christ is present!

{Move o the bedrooms.)

Fead Psalm 4:8. Let us pray: Lord, you provide rest for the
weary and renewal for our bodies and spirits. Bless our times
of rest that we might be refreshed and energized for your

service. Amen % b

3
Read Tsaiah 32:18. Let us pray: 0O God, we pray you will bless
this home and bless (names) with vour gracious presence.

Let your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your
truth our light, and your peace our benediction, through Jesus

Christ our Lord, Amen

Ligh: the candle and say, Christ is present!
(Return te the family or living room.)

Join hands and pray the Loed's Prayer {]’r. B4).

BING

May the Lord watch over us as we go out and come in now and forever. Amen

syl oo




How would | use this devotion?

APRIL 19, 2015
THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER

taking!
Bith

home

The risen Jesus sends us out to witness for him.

DAILY BIELE READINGS

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.
We Invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages.

Sunday Luke 24:36b-48
Monday Acts 11-8
Tuesday Acts 517-32

Witnesses of these things

‘You will be my witnesses

The aposties share the message of
new life

‘Wednesday Acts 10:34-43 The witness of the apostles
Thursday Acts 13:12-31, 38-39  Paul’s proclamation in Antloch
Friday Acts 1H1-T Paul gives witness in Corinth
Saturday Psalm 150 Praise the Lord

Sunday John 100118 The Good Shepherd

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

You killed the one who gives life. But God ralsed him from the dead.
‘We are witnesses of this. Acts 315

SAY, PRAY AND BELESS:

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord Jesus, please open our minds to understand the Scriptures, and our
mauths to speak of you. Amen. (Luke 24:45,48)

Mealtime Prayer:
God bless our food, God guide our ways, God glve us strength to declare
your prakse. Amen.

A Blessing to Ghve:
May the Lord Jesus give you peace, faith, and power to tell others about
him. Amen.

. [ ]
MILESTONES

MIM|$TRY
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Written by Pr. Grag Priebbenow.

APRIL 19, 2015
THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER

takingl

falth
home

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Ciscuss in your houwsehold or small growp:
= Whao first told you about Jesus? Who and what have helped you
learn about him over time?
= Jesus sald that his disciples would be "witnesses™ for him
(Luke 24:48). What Is a witness?
= In what ways are you a witness for Jesus to others? Share about your
Joys and your challenges In speaking to others about Jesus.

DEVOTIONS

Jesus calls his followers to be his witnesses, to share with others their faith
In him {Luke 24:46-47). In your household prayer times this week, pray for
relatives, friends, or nelghbors who are not Christians. Ask for God's help
to share Jesus with them In word and deed.

SERVICE

April 22 (Tuesday) 15 observed across the world as EARTH DAY, For
Chiristlans, Earth Day Is an occaskon to thank God for creation and reflect
on how we might better care for what we have been given. Discuss ways
In which your household can act to better protect the environment, such
as uslng less power at home, recycling washe, planting trees and collecting
Iitter. Commit to one act of environmental care this week.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Psalm 4:8 says, Tn peace | will e down and' sleep, for you alone, O Lord),
will keep me safe.” The end of the day Is a good time to slow down, reflect
on the day, and focus on God's place at the center of our Iives. Rituals that
help us do this can have a powerful “witnessing” Influence In our home
Ives. Consider incorporating these Ideas into the bedtime routine:

= Share the “highs” and “lows™ from the day.

= Read a Bible story or a brlef Bible passage.

l'l

I ['ﬂDN In addition to Taking Fath Home, celebrate milestones In your dally life
I ['5 as an effective falth formation tool. Go to; www.milestonesminlstry.ong

NN




How realistic Is It that we can
equip homes for faith formation
and spiritual growth?
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Debbie’s 3 Tips for Leadership

Be Intentional

$

Set Expectations

ccountability



faith formation for all ages and generations (=)

Initiatives Presentations Store Cart (0)

Lifelong Faith Home  Jour®

LifelongFaith Associates is committed to helping congregations develop lifelong
Christian faith formation for all ages and generations, increasing the capacity
of leaders and communities to nurture faith growth in everyone.

http://www.lifelongfaith.com/



http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/

Lifelong Faith Journal

We are providing all issues of the Lifelong Faith Journal as a free service - new issues and back issues. We want every congregation, and individual leaders
and students, to have access to the Lifelong Faith Journal. We will continue to produce the Journal with the same great content we have provided for the
past seven years—the best thinking and practice in faith formation across the whole life span. Each issue will continue to focus on a particular aspect of
lifelong faith formation and include major articles by national experts, book reviews, and practical strategies and program models. Everyone on the
Lifelong Faith mailing list will get notices when the new issue is available. Be sure to join the mailing list.

Fall 2014 Lifelong Faith Journal

The Fall 2014 issue of the Lifelong Faith journal presents a variety of articles on “Faith Formation Practices

._‘I_I. Li{Elﬂﬂg Faith & Approaches for All Ages & Generations.” Included in this issue are the following articles.
T, 1. Building Blocks of Faith - Laura Keeley and Robert |. Keeley
2. Children’s Faith Formation at Church and Home: Birth to Age 5 - Jolene partain
3. The “Identity Crisis” of the Youth Minister - Lee Yates
4. Responding to the Diversity of Today's Adults - Janet Schaeffler
5. Milestones Ministry: An Effective Model for Lifelong Faith Formation - Debbie Streicher
6. The Intergenerational Top Seven: What You Must Know and Do to Be Successful at Intergenerational
Ministry - Jim Merhaut
7. Digital Media for Ministry Brief: Communications and Evangelism - Kyle Matthew Oliver
8. Story and Christian Formation: Using Movies, Video, and Music - Shannon Kelly

Down from the Mountaintop: Sustaining the Church Camp Experience at Home - Marlene Bogard
Download your free copy!
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Lifelong Faith Falizow

All milestons (both oongresationa) and daily
life) events include the enfire family. friends,
and relatives. They happen in large pachering
Settings and in the homs, W ¢ y
celebrated oy husband's retirement i our
]:u:_me. We invited friends, family, and
neighbors,

+ Noming: This was 2 time to Tecognize
Iy hushand's retirement angd ransition
t0 2 new lifesry; e 4
Equipping: We enjoyed inner together,
shimp'ed picrares of his work
and engaged m car
E.‘ess?lli.'ﬁ- Each p:mm;:g present passed 3
Stone with retitement written on i angd
gave a wich about my hushand's
Tetirement and gave him 5 blessing. we
s2id a prayer.

Gifting: The gift was the stome as 2
Temembrance of the accasion,
Reinforring: The stone is 2 reminder
every day of this special time, e often
reflect on the stome and plan to
Intentionally revisic the topic of
TetiTement and talk ahont how Jife has
changed at the end of the year.

I zsked our pastor how many have retired in
Uur congregation in the past /eal. The answer
was 15:%':10[5. I have begmLthintabnut
thase 15 and about their friengds who may have
retired also. What mileszones can be
recogmized in your own Congregation and

community this year:

Milestones Outsida the
Church walls

It is not nnusual to Tecomize baptism, first
tibles, 2 mission trip, or entering v
chool, but 1 invite you to think bevond these
ud consider how to recognize other

milestones in the fives of thoza m gur
Communijtiss.

Is there & middle or high schog] nearby? 5
thete 3 mursing home in 2 2rea’ Is there 3
military base close by the church? What are
the neads of these People? What would invite
them into a relationship with Christz What
would make them want 1o give their time?

Is the church near 5 nursing home?
Celebrate 7o, 8o, and o Year old ertlea::s_ o]
to thern or invite them ong with their

ili t0 come to you Or honor and blass

i these mdpiduals, Bath family
Caregivers. Thase in their ~o's,

8os, and go's are the ones who filled our
charches over the Vears. How can we
recommize this?

s the church near 3 middle school?
Celebrate birthdaps for the month post 3
banner outside the church and name one day
2ach month where Yyou have 2 party for teans,
7est I a large TV and Opdated video games.

Frovide free internet SEIVICe, of invite one of
the high school or middle school bands or

i Ipate. Take time for a

g and prayer. ip families with ideas
and tools to celebrate their awn reen's special
day in their home with s Prayer and blessing.

I5 the church near 2 military base?
llfhEFEamiJLes' ATe constantly in transition on a bass,
dre some leaving for ent and
others refurning. Racngnix!f?iclrohym QCcasions
and invite familiss apg simgles for a tims o be
together and celebrars this significant rime iy

A New Venture

Eﬁr&ﬁugust, David Andersen and 1 were
10 manage Milestonas Ministry

YW milestonesministoy ara }- Davd's wife,

Gloriz, and my hushand, Burt, complets the

team in our new venture together. We are

committed to Practicing these milestones

Lifelang Faith Fall 2044
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Faith Markers Ministry:
Marking Each Child's Faith
Journey

Mennonite Church

Faith Milestones as a Tool to
Grow

Relationships

Debbie Streicher

Milestones of Faith: Creating
Rhythms through Rites of
Passage

Steven Johnson

One Home at a Time
Jennifer Hooks

Through the Zone: Creating

Rites of Passage in Your Church

Faith Markers Ministry honors a child's steps along the pathway toward believers baptism
and church membership. Children are already in relationship with God and capable of
growing in faith. Faith Markers are significant for the children and youth, their families, and
the church community. A ritual of blessing reminds children that they are an integral part of
the faith community. Faith recognition reminds parents of their role in shaping faith in their
children at home. And the church community affirms its promise to be partners in forming
faith in all ages.

Celebrating a milestone in our lives is important. Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, and
the list goes on. We can all think of a time when a milestone in our life was uplifted by our
families with a party where friends and relatives gathered to honor important times in our
lives. We received gifts and felt loved. It is good to be surrounded by many people who care
about our lives and are with us for those special times. These times in our lives bring us
together in an intergenerational setting where memories are made. We seldom forget about
them and often seek to gather again with the same group of people to celebrate other
milestones for ourselves and for others in the group.

What does faith development look like in our community from birth to when our kids go off
to college and beyond? Conversations turned into ideas, then into small events and shifts,
then moved into consistent programs, and eventually the whole church caught the vision for
milestones.

Explore the Legacy Milestones approach that Brian Haynes and Kingsland Baptist Church
use to create a common path that integrates church and home in spiritual formation
through a path of seven milestones.

What constitutes a rite of passage, and what doesn't? What is the place of rites of passage
within our culture, within the church, and within the family? How can the celebration of such

Brad M. Griffin_yttp) //www fai ‘tﬁf‘é"ﬁ"‘ﬁ%“Efbe”ﬁsl“’etﬁFﬁﬁ”nméré‘izfécﬂ"éyﬁﬁ&aed“'rt?”e"%/

ange.net/u pload;foEfdfﬂfSl-iﬁ?ﬂfoalth milestones.pdf



http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/

Activities Articles Library The Basics MNew This Season

T T e '

VIBRANTFAITH
@HOME

S s Each season--spring, summer, winter, fall--we post more than fifty new faith-forming activities and articles. Here you will find links to all
g . activities for Adult / Couple, current and past seasons alike.

Login + I'mNew! + Support -+« MyVF@Home

Caring Conversation

Asking Questions»

Christmas Decisions — Bah Humbugh
Couples & Politics

Date Night Deck of Cardsk
Don't Tell Me Don'tk

End of Lifek

Fair Labor at Homer

Faith and Depression#

Fighting Fairk

Give Up Complaining®

| Do, | Do, | Won'tk

Life without a Partner®
Listening®

Lovemaking®

Ordinary to Extracrdinary »
Personality Differences#
Surviving a Troubled Marriage®



http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/
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MILESTONES

MINISTRY

HOME OUR TEAM MILESTONES TAKING FAITH HOME OUTREACH COACHING STORE FAITH FORMATION IN ACTION

Connect with us:

n u Sign Up for Enews

Milestones in Action

Watch a video about Kristen Baltrum'’s
Household Ministry Resource Room.

| Bethlehem Lutheran Household Ministry Reso... «

75 Blessings for Life's Milestones

For Everything a Season written by The Nilsen Family has been a favorite

www.milestonesministry.org


http://www.faithformationlearningexchange.net/

Think of the
milestones in
your life...

If this were your FaithChest, draw what
you would put in it to remember your
faith journey.

How will you use what you place in the chest to
pass on faith to others?

: N L ]
MIlES'ON'ES

NINISY

www. milestonesministry.org
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Essential Settings: M[UfSTONES
-Home MINISTRY

« Congregation
* Digital World

The Goal:

» Lifelong Faith Formation

» Relationships over
Programs

 Be Strategic for the World,
not the Congregation




How will you....."?

Be Intentional

$

Set Expectations




i
AN
W

.'J.
Al
Wy,



theo”asm



This Pwr Pt PDF can be found at

Our Team
Under Debbie’s Bio
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rituals &
traditions
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