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1. Learning a Language: g >

- To become fluent, one must be immersed through being
rrounded by the language in the home or by living in the
y where the language is spoken.

es becoming familiar with and practicing
traditions.

food, customs, and traditions

placed a focus on
efore they turn 13 ?

a language
egations?



1. Providing Tools: >

Learning a language involves action and hands-on
olvement . The result? It sticks!

onsistent words to describe core rituals and
ame them is key.

nce and embedding faith practices

ife. It defines the DNA of



3. Immersion:

Surrounding children and youth with a common language
adults who speak the language is immersion.

leads to learning about the culture of a
ry faith community has a culture.

d asked people in your congregation
ions or Presbyterian traditions,

ady immersing



4. Fluency:

oesn’t happenin 1 hour week. In fact it doesn’t happen
urs or 10 hours a week!

ting to gather with those who speak the

5 people in your congregation



5. Application:

ssage/sermon normally includes life application.
o God’s Word.

conversations relating scripture to



6. Challenges:

opportunity to evangelize lies in our faith fluency and is
ent on how we describe ourselves.

ave programs to help others, how often do
tions through Christian language?

ith community to the world?



Off the Base!

The opportunity for outreach lies in our fluency in the
uage of faith and is dependent on how we describe

ve programs to help others, how often do
tions through Christian language?

to everyday conversation and

to the world?



“Cultures are what make
countries unique.”

is a word for people's 'way of life', meaning the way
hings. Different groups of people may have

o the next generation by learning,
d on by heredity.

religion, music, clothes,



“Cultures are what make
congregations unique.”

lture of your
ibe it?



1. Caring
relationships

Around tables for fe

2. Rituals — What rituals o
families in the congregation li
How do these rituals interface wit




4. Values —
What do you valu

do you think others
most in your home?

If we would like to view the fai

through a cultural lens, we need to k
one another and open to truthful, caring
relationships.










Five Principles
living and passing on faith

IS formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through
usted relationships — often in our own homes.

1e ministry of

Key
Word....ADULTS

church too.



What i1s a milestone?

A milestone is a meaningful,
memorable moment in the lives of
individuals and communities.

Milestones in our lives can be
life changing. Some are happy.
Some can be sad and fearful times.




Some milestones we celebrate in the congregation.
Most are for children and youth.

22 But what milestones [

do we celebrate for
adults?

5ackpacr® Sunday School



What milestones do we, as adults, recognize and

celebrate in our home and daily life?

Birthdays? Anniversaries?
20e” New Job ? Lo
N\aﬂ\ Ss Of

Job?
ent? Retirement?

Dep\oym
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MILESTONES

MINISTRY

THIS HOME

“By wisdom a house is built, and by
understanding it is established; by
knowledge the rooms are filled with all

m/{/d////t S rilt e

-~ New Home Milestone:
Affirming the Physical, Spiritual and
Emotional Transition to a New Living Space

Desired Outcomeas

= Talk about changes and challenges of new living situations

= Share memories of previous homes as well as bopes and dreams for the
future in a new home

= Understand how faith and worship can be practiced in the home

* Equip those in transition with a rituals and traditions for moving into a new

. m&mh:ﬁ&/wm@uwm
new home

» Connect ministry of the congregation with people in the community moving

into new homes
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Milestone for Small Groups Resources and tools fo
or Home encourage faith talk and
[faith practices in the
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Caring Conversations

Begin with conversation:
-Invite members of the group to share one of the
most difficult challenges of moving to a new home.

-Share a memory from a previous move that makes
you smile or laugh.

-What is it about settling into a new home that
brings you the most joy or pleasure.
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Milestone for Small Groups R and tools fo
or Home encourage faith talk and
[faith practices in the

Devotions
Read Scripture: Luke 10:38-42 (CEV)

“The Lord and his disciples were traveling along and came to a
village. When they got there, a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat down in
front of the Lord and was listening to what he said.”

Consider how you honor both hospitality and listening to
God in your home. Are there practices you would like to

incorporate into your home that might encourage
hospitality and/or listening to God?
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Milestone for Small Groups Resources and tools fo

or Home encourage faith talk and
[faith practices in the
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Service:

Discuss ways in which you can serve your new

neighbors. Establish a plan for your service.
Consider an open house as a way to establish
positive relationships with those in your new
neighborhood. It will also be a gift to your friends
and family who are able to attend.
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Rituals and Traditions

Bless the home using the blessing from For
Everything a Season (see Appendix 4) or light a
candle and say the following Scripture and prayer.

Read Proverbs 24:3 then pray,

Dear God, we ask you to bless this home and all who enter
here with the wisdom that knows and receives your ever
present love. For (name those who live in the home) and for
all who visit, may this place be filled with your precious and
pleasant riches to keep us in faith, hope, and love all the
days of our lives. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

.




For Hve 1°'_}*‘L]1.in g A Season

/ 9 BLESSINGS FOR LIFE’S MILESTONES
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PREPARATION Invite family and friends to your new home. Place a small candle in each room to be blessed and carry
a lir candle with youw. Mark the following verses in your Bible for easy reference: Proverbs 24:3; Psalm 121:8; John 13:34;
Psalm 145:15-16; Psalm 4:8; Isaiah 32:18. Add hymns or songs if you like.

If you are leading this blessing in someone else’s house, change pronouns when necessary.,

WELCOME

For everything there is a season,

and a time for every matter under beaven.
Welcome to this time for blessing our home.

RITUAL ACTION

(Gather outside, if possible.) Read Proverhs 24:3.

Let us pray: O God, as candles bring light to this home, so
enable (home owners) to be your light in this neighborhood.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Light the candle and say, Christ is present!

(Move to the entrance. )

Read Psalm 121:8. Let us pray: Defender God, protect and
guide those of us who live here; our going our and our coming
in; and let us share the hospitality of this home with all who
visit, that those who enter may know your love and peace. Amen
Light the candle and say, Christ is present!

{Move to the family or li‘,'ir.g room, )

Eead John 13:34. Let us pray: Giver of joy and love, bless all
who share this room that through you we may be bound
together in a community of love. Amen

Light the candle and say, Christ is present!

{Move to the kitchen/dining room. )

BLE

Read Psalm 145:15-16. Let us pray: Blessed are you, Lord of
heaven and earth, for you give us food and drink to sustain
our lives and make our hearts glad. Help us to be grateful for
all your mercies and mindful of the needs of others. Amen
Ligh: the candle and say, Christ is present!

{Move o the bedrooms.)

Fead Psalm 4:8. Let us pray: Lord, you provide rest for the
weary and renewal for our bodies and spirits. Bless our times
of rest that we might be refreshed and energized for your
service, Amen

Ligh: the candle and say, Christ is present!

(Return te the family or living room.)

Read Tsaiah 32:18. Let us pray: 0O God, we pray you will bless
this home and bless (names) with vour gracious presence.

Let your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your
truth our light, and your peace our benediction, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen

Join hands and pray the Loed's Prayer {]’r. B4).

BING

May the Lord watch over us as we go out and come in now and forever. Amen




Practici

1. Caring Con

2. Devotions
3. Service
4. Rituals and Traditions




Maslow
Hierarchy
of Needs

SELF-
/ ACTUALIZATIO
/Pursue Inner Tale
/Creativity Fuffillment

SELF-ESTEEM
{ Achievement Mastery
Recognition Respect

/ BELONGING - LOVE
" Frends Family Spouse Lover

SAFETY

Security Stability Freedom from Fe¢

PHYSIOLOGICAL
Food Water Shefter Warmth



New Home Milestone

Mmumnﬁylhnﬁbontothednaduﬁn;
cking, touches our souls. of
bow ;m%mn%v&ﬁmﬂ
the home with, or what has provoked the move, leaving
mmﬁbﬂumdyidlndudn&uwdufedmp
of expectation and anticipaticn. In the midst of the many
details of moving, it may be difficult to acknowledge this
milestone, but & is an important one, no matter the
circumstance or the reason for the transition to a new

home.

Regardless of whether a new home is a studio
oumob&hmneoumbmltlm&

Net roduce feelin
dmnimwwgmﬂtyd >
emations and feclings at this transition, and the diversity

"seopkwhonremhzgamtoanewbome.
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Fonrhrnys
Practicing Faith

This New Home Milestone incorporates a simple
structure that indudes:

Naming - It is important to recognize and hanor the
transition to a new physical space and daim it as home
as well as to recognize a fresh start, which is what a new

home represents.

Equipping ~ This milestone provides the opportunity
for those who are moving to share memoaries of previous
homes and communities of faith and to discuss ho|

and dreams for their new home and opportunities
serviee in a different community.

Blessing ~ Invite those transitioning into a new
home—as well as into a new faith community or cirde of
friends~to gather to bless the home. Provide resources
for the ongoing practice of blessing the new home.

Gifting ~ You may a Milestones Blessing Bowd

mmmaﬂqmpov:ammhmgwﬂlgwulof

the new home, or create your own unique gift. (See
Appendix 3 for ideas.)

Reinforcing ~ Church seascas are a natural time to
reconnect this group and share ways to celebrate the
seasons in a new home. The New Home Milestone
Follow Up is on page 7.

Mllfsf(ws
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Name it
Equip it
Bless it
Gift it
Reinforce it



Identifies a moment as significant to one’s life and faith
directly related to the name of the Milestone Ministry
event.

Provides support, modeling, and resources to help people
experience a milestone in life as an opportunity to again
embrace the grace of God in Christ




3. Bless it

Offers a prayer in a worship service, cross+generational

event, and/or the small group or home event to embrace
people’s lives with the grace, mercy, and peace of God in
Christ.

Provides a gift to help the participants recall a particular

milestone in their lives with faith, hope, and love



5. Reinforce it

Offer a follow up event to help deepen the faith formation

impact of the Milestone Ministry experience. Encourage
and support faith practices recommended at the initial
Milestone event and, when helpful, explore new ones.
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Five Steps:




How would | use this devotion?

NOVEMEER 16, 2014

23RD SUNDAY OF taki?g

PENTECOST |th
Encourage others to use the me

gifts God has given them.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.
We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages.

Parable of the talents
A king and his servants

Sunday Matthew 25:14-30
Monday Luke 19:11-26
Tuesday 1 Peter 4:7-11 Using our gifts
Wednesday Romans 12:4-8 We have different gifts
Thursday 1 Corinthians 12:7-11  Each has a gift

Friday Ephesians 4:11-16 Christ’s gifts to the church
Saturday Psalm 24 All belongs to the Lord
Sunday Matthew 25:31-46 The sheep and the goats

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“Encourage one another and build each other up.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11
NIV}

SAY, PRAY, AND BLESS:

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord God, thank you far all you have given us. Help us to be faithful servants who make the mast
of your gifts. Amen. [Matthew 25:14-30)

Mealtime Prayer:
For food and drink and happy days we offer up our thanks and praise. In serving others, Lord,
may we show our thankfulness to Thee. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
Chilld of light, may Gad bless you with faith, hope and love, this day and always. Amen.
[1 Thessalanians 5:5,8)

-
MILESINES

WINISTE

D 2014 Milestones Minlstry, LLE. All rights reserved.

NOVEMBER 16, 2014 &

23RD SUNDAY OF taki 91.

PENTECOST hg |th
me

Discuss In your household or small group:

= What talents has God given to those in your household or group?

= What helps us use our talents? What stops us from using them?

= In what ways are you using your talents to serve God? What does God
promise to those who use thelr talents well {see Matthew 25:29)7

DEVOTIONS

God has given each of us special talents and qualities to serve and to bless others. In
your home devotional times this week, focus on each member of your household in
turn. Share the talents and qualities you see in him or her, and suggest ways In which
he or she might use these to serve God. Encourage your family mermbers through
prayer, asking God to help them make the most of thelr talents.

SERVICE

Think of a person in your church or community who ks developing or using his
or her God-given gifts and talents, and whom you would like to encourage as
& household. Write an encouraging note or prepare an encouragement gift to

Elve that person.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

The apostle Paul wrote, “Encourage one another and bulld each other up”
[1Thessalonians 5:11). Spend some time this week affirming and encouraging
one another. For instance, you may wish to finish these sentences for each
family member:

A tolent I see pou have is. .

One thing ! reaily oppreciote about you s . .
Something 'd like to encowroge you in . . .
1 felt very prowd of you when. __

L]
'l. -l

-
MILESICNES

WIiNISTE

In addition to Taking Faith Mome, celebrate milestones in your daily life
a5 an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org




faith formation for all ages and generations

Lifelong Faith Journal Initiatives Presentations Store Cart (0)

LifelongFaith Associates is committed to helping congregations develop lifelong
Christian faith formation for all ages and generations, increasing the capacity
of leaders and communities to nurture faith growth in everyone.



Lifelong Faith Journal

We are providing all issues of the Lifelong Faith Journal as a free service - new issues and back issues. We want every congregation, and individual leaders
and students, to have access to the Lifelong Faith Journal. We will continue to produce the Journal with the same great content we have provided for the
past seven years—the best thinking and practice in faith formation across the whole life span. Each issue will continue to focus on a particular aspect of
lifelong faith formation and include major articles by national experts, book reviews, and practical strategies and program models. Everyone on the
Lifelong Faith mailing list will get notices when the new issue is available. Be sure to join the mailing list.

Fall 2014 Lifelong Faith Journal

The Fall 2014 issue of the Lifelong Faith journal presents a variety of articles on “Faith Formation Practices

"‘}-_.' Li]tﬂ'{]ﬂg Faith & Approaches for All Ages & Generations.” Included in this issue are the following articles.
T, 1. Building Blocks of Faith - Laura Keeley and Robert |. Keeley
2. Children’s Faith Formation at Church and Home: Birth to Age 5 - Jolene partain
3. The “Identity Crisis” of the Youth Minister - Lee Yates
4. Responding to the Diversity of Today's Adults - Janet Schaeffler
5. Milestones Ministry: An Effective Model for Lifelong Faith Formation - Debbie Streicher
6. The Intergenerational Top Seven: What You Must Know and Do to Be Successful at Intergenerational
Ministry - Jim Merhaut
7. Digital Media for Ministry Brief: Communications and Evangelism - Kyle Matthew Oliver
8. Story and Christian Formation: Using Movies, Video, and Music - Shannon Kelly

Down from the Mountaintop: Sustaining the Church Camp Experience at Home - Marlene Bogard
Download your free copy!
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Faith Markers Ministry:
Marking Each Child's Faith
Journey

Mennonite Church

Faith Milestones as a Tool to
Grow

Relationships

Debbie Streicher

Milestones of Faith: Creating
Rhythms through Rites of
Passage

Steven Johnson

One Home at a Time
Jennifer Hooks

Through the Zone: Creating

Rites of Passage in Your Church

Brad M. Griffin

ange.net/uploads/5/2/4/6/5246709/faith_milestones.pdf

Faith Markers Ministry honors a child's steps along the pathway toward believers baptism
and church membership. Children are already in relationship with God and capable of
growing in faith. Faith Markers are significant for the children and youth, their families, and
the church community. A ritual of blessing reminds children that they are an integral part of
the faith community. Faith recognition reminds parents of their role in shaping faith in their
children at home. And the church community affirms its promise to be partners in forming
faith in all ages.

Celebrating a milestone in our lives is important. Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, and
the list goes on. We can all think of a time when a milestone in our life was uplifted by our
families with a party where friends and relatives gathered to honor important times in our
lives. We received gifts and felt loved. It is good to be surrounded by many people who care
about our lives and are with us for those special times. These times in our lives bring us
together in an intergenerational setting where memories are made. We seldom forget about
them and often seek to gather again with the same group of people to celebrate other
milestones for ourselves and for others in the group.

What does faith development look like in our community from birth to when our kids go off
to college and beyond? Conversations turned into ideas, then into small events and shifts,
then moved into consistent programs, and eventually the whole church caught the vision for
milestones.

Explore the Legacy Milestones approach that Brian Haynes and Kingsland Baptist Church
use to create a common path that integrates church and home in spiritual formation
through a path of seven milestones.

What constitutes a rite of passage, and what doesn't? What is the place of rites of passage
within our culture, within the church, and within the family? How can the celebration of such
rites empower adolescents to transition more effectively into adulthood?

=



Activities Articles Library The Basics New This Season

' e e e

VIBRAN[FAITH
@HOME Login + I'mNew! -« Support - MyVF@Home

S 225 Each season--spring, summer, winter, fall--we post more than fifty new faith-forming activities and articles. Here you will find links to all
activities for Adult / Couple, current and past seasons alike.

Caring Conversation

Asking Questionsk

Christmas Decisions — Bah Humbugh
Couples & Politics»

Date Night Deck of Cards#
Don't Tell Me Don'te

End of Lifek

Fair Labor at HomePr

Faith and Depression#

Fighting Fair»

Give Up Complaining»

I Do, I Do, | Won'tk

Life without a Partner®
Listening®

Lovemaking¥

Ordinary to Extraordinary
Personality Differences#
Surviving a Troubled Marriage »




MILESTONES

NISTRY

OUR TEAM MILESTONES TAKING FAITH HOME OUTREACH COACHING STORE FAITH FORMATION IN ACTION

Connect with us:

n u Sign Up for Enews

Milestones in Action

Watch a video about Kristen Baltrum'’s
Household Ministry Resource Room.

75 Blessings for Life's Milestones

For Everything a Season written by The Nilsen Family has been a favorite



Candle

Blessing



Currently 8 Adult Milestones:

Aging Parent
Grandparents
Retirement
Return from Military
Deployment
New Job
New Home
Anniversary of Marriage
Empty Nest




Soon to be released...

Loss of a Loved One

Joining a Faith Community
Becoming a Parent
Discovering Your Gifts




There are 18 Child-Youth Milestone
mmwa®| Modules

P

=}
MlLEffONES

MINISTRY

Desired Outcomes
o Teach ehidren and families the hitilical foundations of being a steward.

*  Remiod children and families of the source and giver of all our possessions.
o Help eiildren and famifles wse thelr resources wisely.



18 Milestones Modules:

FaithChest® Milestone: Passing on Faith
Baptism Milestone: The Beginning Point of Nurturing a Faith Life
niversary of Baptism Milestone: Remembering Our Way of Life
Prayer Milestone: Relationships with God and Family

' 7

ilestone: An Intentional Invitation
irst Steps for a Young Child
vards of God’s Gifts
ilestone for All Ages

e Lord’s Supper



Bible Milestone: Placing Scripture in Hands and Homes
e Camp Milestone: Feeling God’s Comfort in Outdoor Ministry

€
5%
Goo
ion Milestone:
aith Journeys
o of Honor

ite of Passage
ne and Away




Outreach into the community is a major gift of Milestones Ministry. These

milestones are written with the larger community in mind. More and more,
ongregations are exploring ways to include non-members in Milestones

opportunities. It is a lifelong faith formation ministry that can serve
d bless other people besides congregational members.

along with
newest addition o

such as Aging Pare
Deployment are all good exe
milestones that can be celebrate
community event where friends anc
neighbors are invited.



Think of the
milestones in
your life...

If this were your FaithChest, draw what
you would put in it to remember your
faith journey.

How will you use what you place in the chest to
pass on faith to others?

o N L ]
Mufslowg

NINISTR

www. milestonesministry.org
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o
Essential Settings: MlLEfrONES
MINISTRY
e Home

» Congregation
* Digital

The Goal:

* Lifelong Faith Formation

* Relationships over
Programs

* Be Strategic for the World,
not the Congregation




Be Intentional

et cXpectations




Reflect on what it means to :
Be teaching the language of faith in our
families.
istian faith role model for others.
have you and can we make a

En"theo”asm




rituals &
traditions



